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From The Pastor: unt il finally the seizur
B sign of embarrassment or frustration on the fa-
ANot EmbarrassedOher's face, only love f
Not all sermons take place inthe front t hen Wel sh said, 61l n t he

of the Sanctuary. Greater sermons are  preaching, | was preached to. | heard God

room while the pastor is preaching. _love you through your imperfections. I'm not em-
One Sunday this was the case when Rev. Bill  parrassed to have people know that you are my
Welsh, a pastor in Desert Hot Springs, California  chijid.™
was preaching. Members of Welsh's congregation Do we believe that God truly is not embar-
had a child who was subject to sudden seizures.  rassed with us? When | read through the Bible,
witnessed the child's suffering. way of hearing and seeing those whom society
Bill Said, "The father and child would come to i ghor es and doesnodt t hin
church regularly and the father's practice was to You may feel you are of little significance in
hold the child. One Sunday morning inthe midstof  hi s worl d but that is r
worship, the child was seized [and] writhed pain- premous to God. You area part of His creation.
fully € The father [|iftedghdiofesgoari ngly, carried |
to the back of the sanctuary, where he stood stiII Grace and peace,

rocking the child tenderly, speaking to him gently

“Fruel

Thank you SOULfiesta volunt égerse
Ron Walker

My heartfelt thanks t@achof you who helped in any way with SOULfiesta! Those who were not involved have |
idea of the work that went on behind the scene. There was detailed planning, the envisioning and creation of crosse
chos and décor theme, along with the assignment and execution of duties to assist the attendees seamlessly an
with grace and commitment. Words to express my appreciation for all your work had, until recently, eluded me th

emai | arrived in Pastor Fredébés inbox from an out si dc¢
tifully. It read:
AiHel l o Fred, hope this message finds you doing well

teers you have there at Gold Canyon UMC. They are the most polite, hardworking and professional volunteers that
ever encountered at any of the United Methodist Chu
please let them know how much they are apprecidted? s ni ce to be i mportant, bu
for this | thank them ©

| believe the writer was inspired by God to write this beautiful message and release me from the inability to expre
gratitude | feel. Accolades were also received from Personal Touch CaterifigptYRentals (tent, etc) and Cokesbury
Book Company and Upper Room empl oyees. Godds bl essi
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FORWARD BY FAITH
By Grover Wallace

One of Goddés commands r
found in the book of Matthew:

fiDo not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves
The Spirit is Building break in a_nd steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not
destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal.

AANd now, brothers, we want you to know aboufor where your treasure is, there your heart will be
the grace that God has given to the Macedonia® ' S 0 - O _

churches. Out of the most severe trial, their over- Matthew 6:1921 (NIV)
flowing joy and extreme poverty welled up in rich

generosity. For | testify that they gave as much aQur current mortgage debt stands at $3,500,050.00

they were able, and even beyond their ability. En@nd since we have refinanced that debt, our
tirely on their owné. &onthly mortgage payment to which we have com-

2 Corinthians 8:3 (NIV) " mitted is $28,680.00. However, our goal is to pay
off our mortgage by the end of 2016, thereby saving

As we look over the past three years (Marc|$683,520.00 in interest over the next nine years.
2005 through February 2008), the preceding versei®83,520.00 would go a long way in financing
from the Bible can most certainly be applied to the?®me of the delayed items on our sanctuary that we
congregation of Gold Canyon United Methodistcould not include in our original monetary plan.
Church. Although we did not experience an all To reach the goal of satisfying our present debt of
out recession during t 0083000 pigmoggage inierest gyer the nexs
is Buildingdo campali gn,Nngy yeary yeguires panyal payments fotgligg.
nomic problems in our country. The economic$5(_J0,000.00 or $41,667.00 per month.” It is inter-
problems we faced certainly affected the ability ofSting to note that over the past three years, our
many in our congregation to contribute as much agonthly contributions to the building fund have
they had planned to give to our building fungd.@veraged $41,213.00, just $454.00 less than our

Therefore, our total contributions were somewhaf€W objective for 2008 and future years through

short of the goal we pledged at the beginning‘.2016-
However, to paraphrase 2 Corinthians 8:3, we FOr our pledge year of March 2008 through Feb-

gave as much as we were able, and even beyofid@"y 2009, total pledges for the period stand at
our ability, entirely on our own. $364,967.00 or equal to approximately $30,414.00

During February 2008, you contributed PEr month, which is far short of our goal. By the

$47,246.00 to our building fund, which brings ourSame token, and for information purposes, general
total for the three year drive to $1,483,665.00, oPudget pledges totaled $424,777.00 as of the end of

90.95% of our goal. After all of our concernsF€bruary. ~This is also well below our goal of
about meeting our goal of $1,631,331.00, we actu®?29,5000.00 for 2008.

ally ended the campaign at $147,666.00 short of _
our goal. Although we have not missed any mortHave you taken the opportunity to pledge to the

gage payments during the past tree years, we ha{@netary needs of your church?
not been in a position to pay any amount over the

By Grover Wallace

required monthly commitment. ilLet no debt remain out:s
i ng debt to | ove one anc
May God Bless You for Your Efforts Over the Romans 13:8 (NIV)

Past Three Years!
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Communion for the Homebound:
A NEW EXTENSION OF OUR CHURCH
MINISTRIES

This program will be coordinated with Rev. Hu and
Wendy Rhymes, who will provide us with a list of
our shutins requesting communion. We also plan to
establish a system whereby members of our congr

Very soon, we plan to start a new program as part gation provide names of their family members who
of our church ministried serving Communion to  desire this service.
those from our congregation who are simgtand in Members of this group need not be only wives anc
hospital/care facilities . husbands. Single volunteers can certainly partici
In order to start this new, all important program, we pate. Also, it is not a requirement for this or any
need a sufficient number of volunteers to insurethe ot her program that i ndi
success of the program. As of this date, we have of Gold Canyon United Methodist Church. If you
only seven persons from our congregation willing to worship, commune and fellowship with us, you are
embark on this service. Therefore, we are appealing part of our family!.
to you to volunteer to serve communion once a If you can help with this new ministry, please con-
month to those unable to attend our regular church tact the church office at 982/76 or Ann and
services. Grover Wallace at 988755.

As plans now stand, volunteers would gather on
Communion Sunday (the first Sunday of each
month) in the Sanctuary after our 9:45 am service,
divide into teams of two people, pick up the conse-
crated elements and visit our sing at home or at
local hospitals and care facilities. Kits for the con-
secrated elements will be furnished to each team. |If
you are not a trained communion server, but would
like to participate, training will be provided. Ade-
guate training requires about 15 minutes.

IS well with those who deal gener-

DONATIONS ously and lend, who conduct their af-
& fairs with justice, for the righteous will
- never be moved; they will be remem-
ATTENDANCE  bered forever.
Psalm 112:5-6
February
2006 2007 2008 2007 2008
Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Worship Worship
All All
1st 28059 20483 25999 14940 24703 23833| 1597 1570
2nd 14421 20554 18331 7239 21069 5491 1576 1690
3rd 16322 9082 14745 5710 16058 6003| 1653 1620
4th 13767 10043 17629 7508 16857 11919| 1642 1598
5th ~—~—~ ~~~ ~—~—~ ~—~—~ ~—~~ ~—~~ ~~~ ~—~—
Total 72569 60162 76704 35397 78687 47246 6468 6478
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The nNnChurch Lady?o0 Har dl y!

From your local representative for the Commission on the Status and Role of Women, Suzanne Jacobson. COSROW aims
to ensure that the church benefits from the wisdom, life experience, and perspectives of women.

March was Womends History Mo s Wi t h Susgpa Wesleyt a  and

an early Easter, there wasnofh time | eandthe o think abo
impact women have had on our church history. Although 5 Unauthorized Meetings

webre into April, we thought gi ve a nod byw Biwakeleywo men

the United Methodist Church. 19t Century Methodist Historian

A BRIEF History of Clergywomen in the
United Methodist Church

1930 A petition to the General Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South for
full clergy rights for women is rejected.

1939 The Methodist Episcopal Church, the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South and the
Methodist Protestant Church unite to form
The Methodist Church.

1944, 1948, 1952 The Woman's Division of
Christian Service of The Methodist Church
petitions General Conference for full clergy
rights for women, but is rejected each time.
1946 Women are denied ordination in the
newly formed Evangelical United Brethren
Church.

1956 The Methodist Church grants full clergy
rights to women. Maud Keister Jensen is the
first to receive such rights.

1959 The Reverend Gusta A. Robinette, a
missionary, was ordained in the Sumatra
(Indonesia) Conference soon after The Meth-
odist Church granted full clergy rights to
women in 1956. She was appointed District
Superintendent of the Medan Chinese District
in Indonesia becoming the first female district
superintendent in The Methodist Church.
1967 Margaret Henrichsen is the first Ameri-
can woman district superintendent.

1968 The Methodist Church and the Evan-
gelical United Brethren unite to form The
United Methodist Church. Full clergy rights
for women are affirmed by the new United
Methodist Church.

1980 Marjorie Matthews is the first woman to
be elected bishop of The United Methodist
Church.

(Source: Timeline of American Women in the United Methodist Tradi-
tion, from Telling Their Stories: The History of Women in the Local
Church resource packet available from the General Commission on

Archives and History)

, While her husband was absent in Lon-
& don in 1711, attending Convocation, Mrs.
~ Wesley adopted the practice of reading
in her family, and instructing them. One of the servants

told his parents and they wished to come. These told oth-
ers, and they came, till the congregations amounted to
forty, and increased till they were over two hundred, and

the parsonage could not contain all that came. She read to
them the best and most awakening sermons she could
find in the library, talked to the people freely and affec-

tionately. There meetings were held "because she thought
the end of the institution of the Sabbath was not fully an-

swered by attending Church unless the intermediate
spaces of time were filled up by other acts of devotion.”

Inman, the Curate, was a very stupid and narrow man.
He became jealous because her audience was larger than
his, and he wrote to Mr. Wesley, complaining that his
wife, in his absence, had turned the parsonage into a con-
venticle; that the Church was likely to be scandalized by
such irregular proceedings; and that they ought to be tol-
erated no longer. Mr. Wesley wrote to his wife that she
should get some one else to read the sermons. She replied
that there was not a man there who could read a sermon
without spoiling it.

Inman, the Curate, still complained, and the Rector
wrote to Mrs. Wesley that the meetings should be discon-
tinued. Mrs. Wesley answered him by showing what good
the meetings had done, and that none were opposed to
them but Mr. Inman and one other. She then concludes
with these wonderful sentences: "If after all this you think
fit to dissolve this assembly do not tell me you desire me
to do it, for that will not satisfy my conscience; but send
your positive command in such full and express terms as
may absolve me from all guilt and punishment for ne-
glecting this opportunity for doing good when you and |
shall appear before the great and awful tribunal of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Were not these the first Methodist meetings held by the
Wesleys?

Can we wonder that Isaac Taylor says that "the mother
of the Wesleys was the mother of Methodism;" and that
in her characteristic letter, when she said, "'Do not advise
me, but command me to desist," she was bringing to its
place a cornerstone of the future of Methodism."

Who can tell the influence those meetings of their
mother in the parsonage had upon John and Charles in
future years, who were then little boys, and always pre-
sent!

From: John Wesley: Holiness of Heart and Life, http://gbgm -
umc.org/umw/wesley/



http://gbgm-umc.org/UMW/Wesley/
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VOLUNTEERBVAKE A DIFFERENCE

By Jane Hayed/olunteer Coordinator

Volunteers are Beautiful People - .
Bringing good peple and good causes together is what | en- HOSplta“ty Favorite

joy doing. We have numerous ways in which you can be Thanks to Jane Hesterly, one Sunday
involved with our church family. Let me help you find a morning many of you enjoyed her deli-
cause that needs YOU! cious slow cooker recipe.

SOULFiesta Success! Chocolate Peanut Clusters

What a wonderful, dedicated, joyous but tired |ngredients:

group of GCUMC volunteers were here during the 1 box German Chocolate cooking chocolate
SOULfiesta the last days of February. Having 12 oz. pkg. semsweet chocolate chips

our church as the Host Site required so much of 48 oz. white almond bark

us, but the praise was frequently given to any 1 c. peanut butter or mixed with milk choco-

and all individuals involved. We now have a late chips

very warm reputation with all attendees. 16 oz. dry roasted unsalted peanuts
.16 oz. dry roasted lightly salted peanuts
Ron Walker led all the volunteers and coordi-

nated with the Design Team to be certain all Puttheingredients into a slow cooker in the
speakers and presenters, hospitality groups and following order:
. White almond bark
caterers had the equipment and space they needed German Chocolate
for the gathering of about 500. Our beautiful fa-

g Chocolate chips
cilities were FILLED TO THE MAX, plus more Peanut butter/milk chocolate chips

space was used at the Best Western. Cover with peanuts

Turn the slow cooker to low. Cover and
EASTER cook for 3 hours.

We celebrated our Risen i ,

Lord like one big, happy Do not open the lid, and do not stir.

family with over 2600 of After 3 hours, spread wax paper on a

us! It takes a lot of work  counter. Turn slow cooker off, uncover, and
stir contents 45 minutes or until completely
blended. Use a small soup spoon, dip up
candy and drop on wax paper. Keep stirring
pot while dipping. Allow to cool and enjoy.

No need to refrigerate, but they can be frozen
(makesA LOT!)

to pull together 5 worship
services and a delicious
breakfast. Thanks to the
more than 100 volunteers
who helped make the day-
memorable.

Volunteers of the
Month

For March
Duane Vorseth
Elizabeth Kinder
Darrell Mitchell
Hu & Wendy Rhymep
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Christian Educati oné

With David Ballard
AOur mission is to bring the |l ove of Christ and His
be transformed and thus positively affec| ol

Many, Many Thanks i Many thanks

to those of you who donated plastic

eggs, candy, small trinkets and money
towards the Easter Egg hunt. More

than 1000 eggs were donated! Many
thanks to those of you who helped

stuff those 1000 eggs, too! The Easter
Egg hunt was a tremendous success
and the kids loved it!

3
Come Play in the Sand @@ Q O @i‘i{{?

: June 18 1 June 287 Do you like to play in the

sand? This yearb6s Vacation Bible School i's HhBE

Partyir Sur find Through the Scriptureso, and | am

sure that there will be sand to play in. Come kids,midweek Mountaineers i Midweek Mountain-

and join the fun with games, crafts, music, Bible eers meets every other Wednesday in the Educa-

lessons and snacks during the week of Jur® 16 tion Building at 4:45 pm. If you like games, mak-

Contact David Ballard to sign up. ing crafts, learning about the Bible and love great
food, come and join us. This group is fot 1
through &' graders.

VBS!i 1 t 6s a BeiaVolnterar t y !
are needed for this yearoés Vacation Bible
School. You could volunteer for any of the

following areas: teacher, teacher assistant,

crafts, music, games, decorating, or snacks.

Part time volunteers are welcome, too. Va-

cation Bible School is scheduled for June

16" 7 20" 1t runs during the morning

hours. Sign up sheets are in the Narthex of

both buildings. You may also contact

David Ballard for more information.




