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vice with a view of the Superstition Mountains or one of 

the other services we will feel the joy of a stone rolled 

away.  I will see you during Holy Week. 

Grace and peace, 

   

From The Pastor:  
ñRolling Stonesò  

 
I want to say a big thank you to those who planned the 2 hour 

birthday roast for my 50th birthday.  Never have I 

laughed so much at my expense.  I think Terry Par-

sons should take his show on the road.  During the 

roast my dad spoke about a long forgotten Boy 

Scout backpack in the desert to Dripping Springs 

when I was about 14.  I quickly remembered that I 

had climbed a small mountain with a friend above 

our campsite and where we rolled rocks down the hill.  I think 

our biggest accomplishment was toppling a 3 ton boulder down 

the hillside.  We laughed as we moved something 20 times big-

ger than us.  It was great to know we could roll boulders. 

Some of you may remember the Easter Sunrise Service several 

years ago which was held on the site of the Sanctuary which was 

under construction.  Worshippers were invited to place rocks as 

symbols of the struggles in their lives at some strategic place in 

the building which would represent their difficulties.  Recently 

somebody told me they remembered that moment and went and 

stood at the place in the Sanctuary where they had placed their 

stone.  How are you dealing with the problems in your life?  Are 

the stones you are trying to roll aside too big?  Is it impossible to 

roll that 3 ton boulder? 

Easter is a time of rolling aside the stones that threaten to en-

tomb us.  It is a time to seek Godôs strength and guidance.  It is a 

time to seek the strength of the prayers and presence of other 

Christians.  It is a time to remember that when the stone seemed 

immovable it moved and changed everything.  

I hope you will be able to attend our special Holy Week ser-

vices.  On Palm Sunday we will show how the traditional view 

we have of crucifixion was remarkably different from what 

really happened.  You will be surprised by what recent archeol-

ogy has discovered about a Roman crucifixion.    

At the Maundy Thursday Service you will be invited to remem-

ber the Lordôs Supper with a Communion service.  On Good 

Friday we will extinguish candles in a Tenebrae service de-

signed to help us feel the anguish as each disciple fell away from 

Jesus as he went to the cross. 

But then on Easter Sunday we will celebrate at all six worship 

services.  Whether you choose to attend the Easter Sunrise Ser-

 

Holy Week Events  

Maundy Thursday Service 

Thursday, April 1      7 pm, Sanctuary 

Our Maundy Thursday Service this year 

will include communion as a reminder of Jesusô actions 

before he was crucified. Rev. Fay Quanstom will give 

the message and the Chancel Choir will sing. 

Good Friday Service 

Friday, April 2      7 pm, Sanctuary 

We will celebrate Good Friday with music by our Chan-

cel Choir and a Tenebrae service of candles and dark-

ness to allow for reflection on the crucifixion. 

Easter Sunrise Service 

Sunday, April 4      6 am, North Unpaved Parking Lot 

Greet the dawn with a view of the Superstition Moun-

tains from our north parking lot.  A womanôs choral 

group will brighten the morning with music and Rev. 

Bob Deits will give the message. 

Easter Sunrise Breakfast 

Sunday, April 4       7:00-8:00 am, Education Building 

Enjoy a light breakfast prepared by our church members 

in the Koinonia Room. 

Easter Worship Services 

Sunday, April 4      8:00 am, 9:20 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 

am & 5 pm 

The rest of the day will be filled with special services 

which will include anthems, handbells, liturgical dance, 

and messages by Rev. Fred Steinberg and Rev. Bob De-

its.   



 

February                      2008                                   2009                                    2010                      2009            2010 

 Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Worship 
All 

Worship  
All 

1st  $24703 $23833 $27233 $11220 $26239 $11021 1682 1729 

2nd 21069 5491 18878 5042 19406 6367 1847 1812 

3rd 16058 6003 19961 7193 19716 7478 1775 1904 

4th  16857 11919 18498 13667 18131 11755 1798 2150 

5th  ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð 

Total  $78687 $47246 $84570 $37121 $83492 $36621 7102 7595 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Please continue to recharge and use your Bashasô Com-

munity Support Cards and Fryôs Gift Cards while shop-

ping at these grocery chains. It doesnôt cost you any-

thing extra to use them (you still get the sale prices) and 

it benefits the church bus fund. See me at the Informa-

tion Desk or go to the office during the week if you need 

a card. 

Betty Rolley 

DONATIONS AND ATTENDANCE 
Let no debt remain outstanding except the continuing debt to love one anotheré     Romans 13:8 (NIV) 

 

And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and 

what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. 

Luke 12:29 

 

My wife and I have reached that age where we often say 

to each other, ñNow, if anything should happen to 

meéò 

If anything happens to my wife, Iôm likely to lose a hun-

dred pounds. I donôt cook and I donôt want to cook. My 

philosophy is, ñWhen I need to cook, then I will learn to 

cook.ò After all, Sharon couldnôt boil water when we 

met, and if she learned to cook, so can I. 

Just once, when she was bed-bound, I did try to make a 

meal for her. I warmed up some leftover roast beef and 

beans. I made some crunchy mashed potatoes, but then 

when I tried to make gravy, I stumbled. Letôs see, she 

mixes meat fat with milk and flouré I wonder how much 

flour? I decided to start with just one cup of flour and I 

came up with the most wonderful beef-flavored play 

dough youôve ever tasted. Now you know why I donôt 

cook. 

Sure, it would be nice to know how to cook, ñjust in 

caseò. And it would be nice to know how to deliver a 

baby, ñjust in caseò. And it would be nice to know how 

to do brain surgery, ñjust in caseò. But trying to prepare 

now for every eventuality would distract me from my 

present joys and responsibilities. 

In the film Out of Africa, Meryl Streepôs character says, 

ñThe earth was made round so that we would not see too 

far down the road.ò Thatôs my philosophy exactly! 

Lord, if anything happens to my wife, please have mercy 

on my soul. 

ðby Daniel Schantz 

In Daily Guideposts 2010 

 

One in the Spirit will be giving a free concert on 

Sunday, May 2nd, at 5 pm, in the Koinonia Room.  

This concert will be fun-filled, allowing you to 

clap your hands, tap your toes, and sing along.  

One in the Spirit will be providing an assortment 

of desserts to satisfy your sweet tooth.  A free will 

offering will be accepted and we ask that you 

please bring an item for the food bank. 



 

 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Christian Educationé 
With ñCoachò Ellis Falk 

ñOur mission is to bring the love of Christ and His teachings to learners of all ages on their spiritual 

journey, that they be transformed and thus positively affect our local and global communities.ò 

It is never too early to plan for Vacation Bible School.  This 

year VBS will be June 7-11 from 9:30 am till 12:30 pm.  

Parents be sure and mark your calendar for this cosmic event 

in June. The theme this year will be a Galactic Blast: A Cos-

mic Adventure Praising God. Early regis-

tration will begin April 10th at the Spring 

Fling event at the church. The cost this 

year is $10.00 per student and $20.00 for a 

family of three or more. Register early and 

save the late registration fee. Early regis-

tration is expected to close May 22. Please 

register early to be assured of a place on 

the VBS space ship. You are invited to 

come aboard the starship Galactic Praise 

to see the awesome universe and our awesome God in a 

whole new way. Each days mission includes a Bible story in 

the Good News Galaxy, craft projects at Cosmic Crafts, and 

a snack at the Astro Bistro. Also, there will be music at 

Moons and Tunes and science projects at the Orbital Obser-

vatory. 

Church members please go to the VBS Tree to see the list of 

items needed to make this event a success . If you can and 

would like to help please contact the VBS Director, Donna 

Fuerherm or Lauren Collins-Mitchell, music coordinator. 

Thanks for your cooperation. This VBS week is a very spe-

cial summer ministry of outreach.  

 

Confirmation Class. We look forward to this class of 

young persons becoming members of the church on Pente-

cost Sunday May 23rd. Three class times remain: April 18th 

and May 2nd and 16th. If you are interested in Confirmation 

this year but have missed the first few classes, please see me 

and make-up classes will be arranged.  

 

Dates for Summer Camp at Mingus Mountain for children 

and youth have been set and can be obtained by going to 

www.desertsouthwestconference.org/camps or call the 

church. Registration, health and consent forms can be se-

cured on line or at the church office. The deadline for all 

summer camps registration is May 10th. Camp dates are as 

follows: Senior High (grades 10-12) June 7-12. Elementary 

Camp (grades 3-6) June 14-19. Super Camp (grades 3-9) 

June 28-July 3. Junior High Camp (grades 7-9) July 5-10.  

Check the bulletin boards in the Education Building for all 

camp dates and other information. 

 

Holy Week and Early Morning Devotions. During the 

week of Mar.29th ïApril 2nd the church will be open for early 

morning personal prayer and reflection. This personal prayer 

time will be from 6am-9am each morning in the Sanctuary. 

Devotional music will be playing as you are in personal 

meditation. 

 

Camperships: If you would like to help a child attend sum-

mer camp or be able to attend VBS this year you can give to 

the  Campership program. Any donation no matter what size 

will be gratefully accepted. Just mark your envelope 

ñCampershipò. Families who need help with camp tuition 

and VBS scholarships please contact me at the church. 

Thanks to all for your contribution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I asked Jesus, ñHow much do you love 

me?ò 

And Jesus said, ñThis muchéò 

Then He spread His arms 

And died for me 

http://www.desertsouthwestconference.org/camps


 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church                       

Youth Ministries  

Sunday School 9:30 am in the Education Building 

Youth Fellowship 6:30 pm Sundays in the Education Building 

With Heather Rodenborg 

 

This yearôs mission trip will be to Mescalero, New Mexico. Mescalero had a population of around 1,233 during the 2000 

census. It is home to the Mescalero Apache reservation. This year we will be participating in a ñchallengeò workcamp. A 

challenge workcamp is a bit more difficult and involves building or repairing porches and wheelchair ramps, building or 

repairing steps, roof repairs, weatherization and other home repairs. We could be building a wheelchair ramp for a dis-

abled widow or fixing a porch for a single mom and her kids.  

Because we are participating in a challenge the cost is a bit more than in the past. We need to raise $15,000 to cover the 

cost of the trip. This will pay for our transportation, gas, food, lodging, and building supplies for the project. As in the 

past, we invite you to become a shareholder. This means that you will be invited to our annual shareholder dinner before 

our trip and our dessert night once we return to hear all about it.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Heather at the church office. And as always, thank you for changing 

the lives of our youth. 

Thereôs something a flock 
The youth of Gold Canyon UMC are now proud owners of a flock of Pink Flamingos. These Pink Fla-

mingos are just dying to get out and see the sights of Gold Canyon, Apache Junction and other 

neighboring towns. But they need help in order to get around. How this works is someone initially calls 

me (Heather Rodenborg 480-982-3776 or 480-612-1629), and states they would love to give a donation 

of $25+ to have a good friendôs front lawn flocked with Pink Flamingoes. It will then cost that person 

who was just flocked $25+ to move the flock. Heather will come out and get the flock and move them 

for you. Now thereôs a way to get around being flocked by those cute little Pink Flamingoes! You can 

purchase ñFlocking Insuranceò for a donation of $25. This insurance will protect you from ever being 

flocked again or can also protect you in advance. All the proceeds will go to support our mission trip 

this summer to Mescalero, New Mexico. 

Donate to Youth Mission Trip. 

We need a total of 38 shares. 

1 Share = $400 

½ Share = $200 

¼ Share = $100 

Please mark Youth 

Mission 

when donating. 



 

 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Music Notes  
 

 

First, happy birthday to Fred (April 1)! I was unable to attend 

his party last month as I was at an American Choral Directors 

Association conference in Tucson. I would pay big bucks to get 

a DVD of that party!!!   

 

Thanks to all of you who came to our Spring Concert this year.  

With a few exceptions, I was very pleased with all the singers, 

ringers and instrumentalists. I was especially proud of the choir.   

They rehearsed then sang three services, then another rehearsal 

followed by a concert all on the same day. That is a lot to ask of 

anyone! Your choir has some of the most dedicated people of 

any church anywhere! I am truly humbled by their willingness 

to go the extra mile-- really miles!--without complaining. They 

just do it! Next time you see a choir member, I hope you will 

give him or her a big ñthank youò. John Berry was nothing 

short of incredible as the Narrator for the Passion of the Christ!  

Wow! Thank you, John.  

 

I hope you will all make an effort to come to the Maundy 

Thursday service, April 1 at 7:00 pm, and the Good Friday ser-

vice, April 2 at 7:00 pm. Maundy Thursday will include com-

munion just as Jesus and his disciples experienced Jesusô last 

supper. We need to remember that Good Friday is as profound 

as is Easter. If Christ doesnôt die, he is not resurrected. The fact 

that he died the most painful, humiliating death possible really 

shows us how much love he had for us. When we experience 

the humanness of Christ on Maundy Thursday, the incredible 

agony and helplessness of Good Friday, then the profundity of 

Easter and Christôs resurrection is truly experienced! 

 

There is a very special event at our church on Sunday, April 

18th at 3:00 pm. The San Tan Chorale and Orchestra will 

present the Mozart Requiem! This incredibly moving music 

will both stir and soothe your soul. This is truly an event not to 

be missed. Our own Sue Mott sings with the San Tan Chorale, 

and our own Cindy Hoff is singing the soprano solos. Watch 

your bulletins for more information and a discount coupon. 

 

I pray everyone stays healthy and safe, especially those who 

will be traveling to cooler climes this month. May God bless us 

all. See you in church! 

 

Blessings, 

Doug 
 

Doug Benton, Director of Music Ministries 

SLATERS SING SOUTHERN GOSPEL  

 

Betty Slater-Hetherington and sons Paul, Jeff, and 

Greg Slater bring to GCUMC a program of popu-

lar Southern Gospel songs.  

On April 11 and April 18, 2010, they will fill in 

for music director David and Carol Ballard to ac-

company and sing with One in the Spirit for the 

Sunday evening Country and Western Service at 

5:00 PM.  

This singing family, (known as The Slater Family) 

began when the boys were youngsters.  It in-

cluded, Betty's deceased former husband, a 4th 

son who now resides in Tulsa, and the 3 sons who 

live here in the East Valley.  The 4 sons had pi-

ano, guitar and band lessons.  As they developed 

their own interest, each took on a particular instru-

ment. One son played Bass, another Trombone, 

another Lead Guitar, and the youngest Drums, 

with Betty at the Piano. Each had their own sing-

ing parts as well. The compromise for them to 

play the hits of the 70/80's was their participation 

in Betty's favorite music, Gospel. 

All four sons in addition to their professional ca-

reers, have continued with ministerial and music 

programs in their churches. 

The program at GCUMC will include great favor-

ites such as On the Jericho Road, Just a Little 

Talk With Jesus, Jesus Hold My Hand, He Set Me 

Free, I Will Meet You in the Morning, and This is 

Just What Heaven Means to Me, to name a few. 


