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From The Pastor:  
ñWho is Jesus?ò 

 
Have you ever given thought to 

ñwho is Jesus?ò  It is hard to fully 

describe the Son of God.  We try 

with many words to capture the es-

sence of fully human and fully divine.  The contrast is 

challenging.  And often when we think we know who 

Jesus is He slips out of our grasp.  Here are some ways 

people have described Him: 

 

Advocate, All in All, Alpha and Omega, Ancient of 

Days, Anointed One, Arm of the Lord, Atoning Sacri-

fice, Beloved, Branch, Bread of Life, Bridegroom, 

Bright Morning Star, Carpenter, Chief Cornerstone, 

Christ, Dayspring, Door, Everlasting Father, Friend, 

God, Good Shepherd, Head of the Church, Heir of All 

Things, High Priest, Holy One, I Am, Immanuel, Inde-

scribable Gift, Judge, King of Kings, Lamb of God, 

Life, Light of the World, Lily of the Valley, Lion 

of the Tribe of Judah, Living One, Living Water, 

Lord, Mediator, Mighty God, Only Begotten Son, 

Our Hope, Our Passover, Pioneer of Our Faith, 

Prince of Peace, Prophet, Physician, Rabboni, 

Ransom, Redeemer, The Resurrection and the 

Life, Rock, Rose of Sharon, Savior, Servant, Son 

of David, Son of Man, Teacher, The True Vine, 

The Truth, The Way, and Wonderful Counselor. 

 

Which descriptions speak more to you?  Can you 

think of more? Starting on December 20th we will 

explore ñWho is Jesus?ò in a sermon series.  We 

will focus on Jesus as Light, Infant, Door, Way, 

Truth, Good Shepherd and The Life.  Through 

these descriptions we will gain a fuller understand-

ing of Jesus.  See you on Sunday. 

 

Grace and peace,  
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AN ADVENTURE OF FAITH  

By Grover Wallace 

As we read the story of the first Christmas, we find that it 

was a period of joy and terror. The people were happy that 

baby Jesus was born as the Messiah. However, it must have 

been terrifying for Mary and Joseph when told by an angel 

to escape to Egypt because King Herod was determined to 

kill baby Jesus. It was even more terrifying for the mothers 

and fathers in Bethlehem and vicinity when Herod gave or-

ders to kill all boys who were two years old and under in the 

time frame he had learned from the magi. We donôt hear 

much about the violence surrounding the birth of Jesus at 

Christmas time because we all celebrate and worship the 

birth of our Redeemer. King Herod was surely a vicious and 

violent leader who must have enjoyed the bloodshed of 

adults and children he ordered killed by his army. 

 

During the remaining days in November and the first 24 

days in December, Christians in the United States will be 

preparing to carry on the tradition of giving gifts to our fam-

ily, friends, and neighbors as the Wise Men gave to Jesus. 

 

In the November issue of the Roadrunner volunteers estab-

lished deadlines to prepare food boxes to be delivered to 

many needy families in the area, including Apache Junction. 

In addition to the turkey and all the traditional trimmings 

like pies, cookies, vegetables, and potatoes and gravy, our 

congregation provides gifts of clothing, shoes, bicycles, 

toys, electronics, and other gifts for the family. This is all in 

hopes that the turkey dinner and gifts will lift the spirits of 

families in desperate need. We have received a number of 

referrals and families are being interviewed for this season. 

Like the Wise Men, our congregation carries on the tradition 

of giving in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Every person in our congregation, young and elderly, men, 

women, and children, can participate in this glorious and 

heart-warming project in many different ways. Just watch 

for announcements in services and Sunday bulletins. Please 

help our program of providing for many needy families. 

 

On this celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMILY AS WE 

CELEBRATE THIS MOST HOLY SEASON!  

After Jesus was born in Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, magi (traditionally wise men) from the east came 

to Jerusalem and asked ñWhere is the One who has been 

born King of the Jews?. We saw His star in the east and 

have come to worship Himò. He (King Herod) sent them 

to Bethlehem and said ñGo and make a careful search 

for the Child. As soon as you find Him, report to me, so 

that I may go and worship Him.ò 

 

After they had heard the king, they went, and the star they 

had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped 

over the place where the Child was. When they saw the 

star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they 

saw the Child with His mother Mary, and they bowed 

down and worshipped Him. Then they opened their treas-

ures and presented Him with gifts of gold and of incense 

and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go 

back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 

route. 

Matthew 2:1-2 and 8-12 (NIV) 

 

As we read on through Chapter 2 of Matthew, we find 

that King Herod asked the wise men to report where the 

Christ child was located, not for the king to go and wor-

ship Jesus, but to find and kill the newborn king. Herod 

feared that Jesus would dethrone him and become king. 

By not returning to Jerusalem and reporting the where-

abouts of the Christ child, did the magi save the life of 

our Savior the first Christmas season more than 2,000 

years ago? I believe yes! 

 

When the magi gave gifts to the baby Jesus, I doubt that 

they realized they started a tradition that would still honor 

Him 2,009 years later. 

 

When they (the magi) had gone, an angel of the Lord ap-

peared to Joseph in a dream. ñGet upò he said, ñtake the 

Child and His mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there 

until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the Child 

and kill Himò. So he got up, took the child and His 

mother during the night and left for Egypt, where they 

stayed until the death of Herod. 

Matthew 2:13-15 (NIV) 

 



 

 

October.                      2007                                  2008                                    2009                       2008           2009 

 Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Worship 
All 

Worship  
All 

1st  $21843 $13021 $17289 $10421 $15730 $6828 652 624 

2nd 11108 6153 10234 4081 12511 5926 655 724 

3rd 8676 4542 10480 6328 10958 3811 816 1143 

4th 10089 4466 11400 6388 11038 4923 884 933 

5th ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð 

Total  51716 28182 49403 27218 50237 21488 3007 3424 
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Please continue to recharge and use your Bashasô Commu-

nity Support Cards and Fryôs Gift Cards while shopping at 

these grocery chains. It doesnôt cost you anything extra to 

use them (you still get the sale prices) and it benefits the 

church bus fund. Think how many $$ we can rack up buying 

all those holiday groceries!! See me at the information table 

for a card or stop by the office during the week. 

Betty Rolley 

DONATIONS AND ATTENDANCE 

During the month of October our congregation contributed 

$21,488, which means five months out of the first eight 

months of our giving year we have failed to meet the 

amount needed for our mortgage payment. During October 

of 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 we contributed $32,355, 

$31,828, $28,182, and $27,219, respectively, which aver-

aged $29,896. During October, 2009, our contribution was 

$8,408 below the October average for the past four years 

of 2005-2008. As you can see, our contributions during 

the period 2005-2008 fell slightly each year, but in 2009 

fell 28% below the previous four year average for Octo-

ber. Hopefully, economic conditions will improve and our 

giving for each month will exceed our mortgage commit-

ment. 

 

Let no debt remain outstanding except the continuing debt 

to love one another... 

Romans 13:8 (NIV) 

Bashasô Shoppers: Donôt forget that you have to give the 

cashier your church identification number anew each season 

(Sept. 1-April 30) to be attached to your Thank You card. 

This earns the church an additional 1% at no cost to you. 

Please do this the next time you shop. Our number is 23886. 

The period of time between Thanksgiving and the beginning 

of a new year can be very difficult for people who have ex-

perienced a major loss of any kind. Over the 30 years that I 

have been working with bereaved persons, many have said 

that come Thanksgiving they would like to pull the shades, 

go to bed, pull the covers over their heads and wake up on 

January 2nd. 

Christmas is supposed to be ñthe season to be jollyò, but it 

can become the season of depression if someone you love 

has died. 

The impact of divorce, job loss or the threat of losing a 

home can be equally devastating. 

If you have lost a loved one to death or had some other ma-

jor loss, donôt expect ñholidays as usualò. Itôs a good time to 

change holiday traditions and to seek help in a grief support 

group or with a skilled counselor. If you have a friend or 

family member who is dealing with a loss, invite that person 

for coffee and let them know that you are ready to talk - and 

listen any time. 

Gold Canyon UMC has a grief support group led by Laurie 

Christy. It meets every Wednesday at 4:00 pm. You can also 

call me if you want to talk about a loss. 

This is also a good time to write the following on a piece of 

paper and post it where you will see it everyday: ñI will not 

always feel like I do right nowò. 

Focus your attention on the real Christmas story - the one 

that happened out back in the stable - whose message is that 

God has come very near to all of us and has never left. 

Peace and joy, 

Bob Deits 
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Christian Educationé 
With ñCoachò Ellis Falk 

ñOur mission is to bring the love of Christ and His teachings to learners of all ages on their spiritual 

journey, that they be transformed and thus positively affect our local and global communities.ò 

What a busy month December will be for many of us. We 

will need to make a real effort to find time to remember the 

true meaning and the experience of Christmas. Words like 

star, manger, trip, angels, lights, friends, parties, shepherds,  

and gifts all come to mind. Phrases like ñNo Room at the 

Innò will haunt us and we will wonder how that could have 

happened. Yet, if we are not careful we will find ourselves 

placing the sign over our lives ñNo Roomò for the Baby of 

Bethlehem - the Savior of all mankind! Mary will be held in 

reverence by millions of persons the world over. The name 

of JESUS, the baby in the manger will be read and dupli-

cated in many plays. We will sing Christmas songs, listen to 

the biblical celebration and give our gifts. Yet, the greatest 

gift of love from God calls for us to respond. Acceptance of 

Jesus as our Savior is the greatest tribute and gift we can 

give to the Lord this Christmas Season. Let us open our lives 

to this Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace and Lord Em-

manuel. Then, and only then, can we sing with the angels on 

high ñGlory to God in the highest and on earth, peace, good 

will toward all peopleò. 

 

Sunday, Nov. 29th:  This is first Sunday of the Advent sea-

son. If you and your family or group would like to light the 

Advent Candles this year, please sign up in the Narthex. The 

lighting of the candles will take place 

every Sunday service including the 

Christmas Eve services. The scrip-

ture reading and the prayer will be 

prepared for you in advance. Also, 

the church Christian Education Com-

mittee has made available Advent 

devotional booklets and a calendar of Scripture readings for 

the Advent Season. These are available in the Narthex of 

both buildings.   

 

Thurs. Dec 24
th 

4:00pm:  This is the Family Christmas Ser-

vice with a large number of the children taking part. The 

children are practicing their songs and will make a short 

presentation with singing and performance of Christmas 

skits and a small play. Some of the children will be partici-

pating for the first time. Plan to come to this service and 

give them your support . 

 

Disciple Programs: A new Disciple 1 class will be starting 

Wed. Dec 9th . This is an evening class and will start at 6:00 

pm in the Educational Building. The facilitators for this 

class are Thomas and Shirley Feather. There are still a few 

seats left. If you are interested, register early. This is a 17 

week class and will carry over next fall with the second por-

tion, another 17 week session. All together the class will be 

34 weeks, the same as other Disciple classes. The total Dis-

ciple program and other studies now going on in the church 

have over 75 persons in class this fall, learning and growing 

in their faith walk.  

 

Sidewalk Ministries: Sidewalk Sunday School has changed 

itôs name to ñSidewalk Ministriesò. We at this church will 

call the ministry by the name of ñ Sidewalk Ministries, The 

Fun and Faith Zoneò We tend to think these few extra words 

mean a lot when dealing with children. We are very thankful 

for the wonderful help from all the ñshepherdsò, many of 

them new workers, who have volunteered this year. We have 

been averaging 47 children and 24 shepherds for this new 

year. On the last Saturday of Oct. we set a new record for 

attendance with 52 children coming to the Fun and Faith 

Zone. We are thrilled with the way God is blessing this Sat-

urday ministry. 


