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From The Pastor:  
 

ñAny New Problems?ò 
 

 During my life I remember saying 

ñneverò many times.  I will never be 

a minister.  I will never live in Ari-

zona.  I will never have a child.  I 

will never be a Senior Pastor.  

Maybe one day I will learn to never 

say never.  Today I love living in 

Arizona as your pastor.  Beth and I 

feel blessed by our son Tim and canôt imagine life 

without him.  Over the years as I have followed 

Godôs call, I have been forced to do things I thought I 

didnôt want to do.  Now I realize my life is fuller be-

cause of Godôs call.  I feel comforted by the fact that 

many Bible characters also resisted Godôs call.  Lois 

Cheny once pointed out the excuses Biblical people 

gave in his book, God is No Fool.  

 

Moses said, "Oh, come on now! Be sensible! 

Not me! I'm a terrible speaker. They'd never 

listen to me." And God said, "Oh, for crying 

out loud! OK, I'll send your brother to help 

with the speaking." And Moses led God's peo-

ple out of disintegration. 

Jonah said, "Oh, come on now! Be sensible! 

Not me! I'm not the type." And after a rather 

unexpected vacation in a fish, just thinking 

things over, he talked to the Ninevites and led 

them God's way. 

And Zacharias said, "Oh, come on now! Be 

sensible! Not me! My wife and I are too old to 

have any kids." And God said, "Oh, shut up!" 

And he did shut upðfor nine months. And 

John was born, and the way for Christ opened 

up. 

 

And I heard a child say, "I can't serve God; 

I'm too young."  And I heard a boy say, "I 

can't serve God; I'm not good enough." 

And I heard a woman say, "I can't serve 

God; I'm not skilled enough."  I wonder if 

God ever gets any new problems. 

 

I guess our excuses are as old as Godôs creation.  I 

am thankful that God uses us anyway. 

   
Grace and Peace,  

 

Fuel 4 Y.A.L.L 

(Young Adults Living Life)  

Meeting 3:30 pm Every Sunday! 

Room 101/102 
 

This group is for ages 18 (out of high school) 

through 30. We meet at 3:30 ï 5:30 in the edu-

cation building. Feel free to come join us. We 

do group builders and are going to be starting a 

Bible study. If you have kids and need child 

care please let us know and we can provide. 

Donôt miss out on the fun. See you there! 
 

The email address for group is: 

gcumcyoungadultgroup@hotmail.com. 

 

Other ways to connect with the Fuel 4 

Y.A.L.L. are: www.myspace.com/

GCUMCYOUNGADULTGROUP 

and 

www.7villages.com/gcumcyoungadultvillage 

mailto:gcumcyoungadultgroup@hotmail.com
http://www.myspace.com/GCUMCYOUNGADULTGROUP
http://www.myspace.com/GCUMCYOUNGADULTGROUP
http://www.7villages.com/gcumcyoungadultvillage
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FORWARD BY FAITH  
By Grover Wallace 

 

ñI the Lord do not change.  So you, O descendents of 

Jacob, are not destroyed.  Ever since the time of  

your forefathers you have turned away from my de-

crees and have not kept them.  Return to me, and I 

will return to you,ò says the Lord Almighty. 

ñBut you ask, óHow are we to return?ô 

ñBut you ask, ñHow do we rob you?ô 

ñIn tithes and offerings.  You are under a curseðthe 

whole nation of youðbecause you are robbing me.  

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 

may be food in my house.  Test me in this,ò says the 

Lord Almighty, ñand see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 

that you will not have room enough for ité.Then all 

the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a 

delightful land,ò says the Lord Almighty. 

Malachi 3:6-12 

 

The book of Malachi, the last book in the Old Testa-

ment, was written by Malachi, a prophet of God.  

Malachi was a prophet after God had returned the 

Jews from exile, and he, Haggi, and Zechariah 

served as prophets to the southern kingdom (Judah).  

Haggi and Zecharia both condemned the people for 

their failure to rebuild the temple after their return 

from exile.  In addition to chastising the people for 

neglecting the temple, Malachi also confronted them 

with their false and profane worship.  He accused the 

people of Judah of turning away from God and fail-

ing to follow Godôs decrees.  He urged them to re-

turn to God and follow His decrees and commands.  

Although Malachiôs message came from the Lord 

Almighty, they had not listened to these three proph-

ets because their hearts had become hardened and 

they denied that they had ever been unfaithful to the 

Lord and asked, ñHow are we to return?ò  Then 

Godôs message to them was that they had robbed 

God of tithes and offerings by failing to bring their 

offerings to his storehouse.  The Lord promised 

the people that they would be blessed for their re-

turn to His decrees, and that all the nations would 

call them ñBlessed.ò  In this instance, God had 

been very patient with the Israelites as He had 

many times previously, but warned them they 

would be cursed if they did not follow His com-

mands. 

 We can thank God for all the blessings He has 

bestowed upon the congregation of our church be-

cause of our faith, hope, trust, love and willingness 

to share our material belongings with Him, our 

church and our community.  Everything we have 

comes from God and we should be willing to give 

back to Him a portion of what He has given us.  I 

believe we can call ourselves ñblessedò for the 

many ways we share with our God and those in 

need.  Our entire congregation has shown a will-

ingness to contribute to the financial needs of our 

church in support of our budget and building fund.  

Our congregation has been extremely generous in 

contributing their time, talents, efforts and addi-

tional financial support to the many, many church 

and community programs in which we are in-

volved as a Christian and caring group.  We hope 

every person in our congregation is active in one 

or more of these programs serving God and fol-

lowing His decrees. 

 God Bless You all for your active support and 

the many activities serving our god and commu-

nity. 

 

....remembering the words the Lord Jesus Himself 

said:  ñIt is more blessed to give than receive.ò 

 

During the month of May, you contributed 

$28,948.00 to your church building fund for total 

contributions from March through May of 

$99,277.00.  This amount represents 19.86% of 

our annual goal.  The monthly average for the first 

three months was $33,092.00 , which is approxi-

mately $8,608.00 short of our monthly goal of 

$41,700.00 per month. 

 

ñLet no debt remain outstanding except the con-

tinuing debt to love one another..ò 

Romans 13:8 



 

 

April  
                                    2006                              2007                                    2008                        2007            2008 

 Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Worship 
All 

Worship  
All 

1st  $19255 $15176 $18662 $14378 20198 13288 665 718 

2nd $9061 $3902 $9865 $6207 10986 5342 751 739 

3rd $8619 $5290 $14502 $9154 11133 4319 648 627 

4th $8629 $3780 $8446 $6338 8149 5999 589 571 

5th ____ ____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____  _____ 

Total  $45564 $28148 $51475 $36077 50466 28948 2653 2655 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

You know for yourselves that I worked with my own hands to sup-
port myself and my companions.  In all this I have given you an 
example that by such work we must support the weak, remember-
ing the words of the Lord Jesus, ñIt is more blessed to give than to 
receive.ò Acts 20:34-35 

 

FAREWELL TO A FRIEND  

AND A MAN OF GOD  

 

 On behalf of the Newsletter team, we are sad to bid 

farewell to Bud Baxter, our loving friend and servant of 

God.  Bud willingly served as a member of our team 

for more than six years, sharing his energy, love, 

friendship, humor and wit with our group.  We all 

loved and respected him for his willingness to serve our 

Savior in so many ways. 

 Bud always warned the group each time we met that 

he had taken his ñmean pillò that morning and to expect 

him to be grumpy.  But his ñmean pillò must have worn 

off on his trip to the church, because he was always 

very kind and gentle to the group.  Bud did not have a 

mean bone in his body. 

 Bud, we know that you are with God, Ruth and Deb-

bie in heaven.  We all hope to be with you when our 

time comes to leave this earth.   

We love you and miss you, 

The GCUMC Newsletter Group 

 

P.S.  Bud, donôt expect God to provide you with ñmean 

pillsò in heaven. 

COUNTRY WESTERN 
SUMMER SCHEDULE 

For the months of July, 
August and September, 
the 5 PM Country West-
ern Service will be of-
fered only on the last 
Sunday of the month.  
The dates are: July 27th, 
August 31st, and Sep-
tember 28th. 

Each service will be followed by a pot-
luck dinner.. 

Please mark the dates on your calendar 
and come join us for a foot-stomping, 
hand-clapping celebration of Godôs 
Good Newsðand bring a friend. 

Beginning with the first Sunday of Octo-
ber, the service will again be offered 
weekly. 

Thanks to all of you who have supported 
this unique worship service!  We look 
forward to greeting you with a big 
ñHowdy Pardners!ò the next time you 
come. 

Bob Deits and David Ballard 
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As you read last month, the International Missions Committee of GCUMC is up and running.  In an effort to 
help you become aware of the various opportunities for involvement in global missions, we will highlight sev-
eral projects during the coming months.  This month, Ruthmary Anderson gives you a first-hand view of her 
experience in Chile this past January. 

I am still "HIGH" on expounding the satisfaction of my international missions journey!  Our "crew" spent three 
weeks in Iquique which is in the Northern part of Chile.  The arrangements for this mission were made by my 
brother, John who has been going on mission trips all over the world for 35 years, and specifically to Chile for 
the past 15.  The sponsor for this trip was the Methodist Temple in down town Chicago. 

Our objective was to build Church Pews for the new Church that the Methodist Church Two had just com-
pleted.  Yes, I said Church Pews - 14 of them, 108" in length; we processed the wood from start to finish - saw-
ing, trimming, sanding, carving, gluing, sanding again, and finally, varnishing the finished pews.  We worked, 
ate and socialized with the persons for whose Church we were building the pews. We learned about their 
food, how they lived and what they did for fun.  Even the language was not a hindranceς sign language works 
ς most of the time! 

One weekend we took a trip over the mountains East of Iquique to a native village, Pachica, which is located 
in a valley.  We stayed overnight at the school called KUSAYAPU, which means "good harvest" in the Aymara 
language. The school has been closed for several years and will reopen in March 2009. The school is in need of 
general maintenance and repairs on electrical, plumbing (indoor), etc., and needs assistance.  Our committee 
will review this and determine if this could be a mission trip opportunity for GCUMC! 

International Missions  
òThe world is my parish.ó ð John Wesley) 

By Jackie Douglass 

Current UMCOR Emergencies 
To donate to UMCOR on behalf of the following 

emergencies, please write your check to GCUMC 

and write ñUMCOR Advance ###### (fill in the 

appropriate number)ò on the memo line.  100% of 

your donation will go to those affected by the emer-

gency. 
 

China Earthquake 
International Disaster Response 

UMCOR Advance #982450 

Myanmar Disaster 
UMCOR Advance #3019674 

Myanmar Emergency Page 

US Spring Storms  
Domestic Disaster Response  

UMCOR Advance #901670 
 

For more ways to help, or to donate online, go to:  

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/  

 

Helping Myanmar 
An alternative avenue for giving to help in 

Myanmar, which may be a more immediate help 

than funding from UMCOR is through an indi-

vidual at the International School Yangon.  Jim 

Taylor is the Myanmar director for International 

Development Enterprises (IDE)  website: 

www.ideorg.org.  He has been working closely 

with the Director of the International School at 

Yangon, Dennis Mackinnon.  They have a good 

infrastructure already set up to deliver relief di-

rectly to those in need.  If you are interested in 

making a donation to Myanmar and feel assured 

that it will go directly to those in need, an ac-

count has been set up in a Bangkok Bank.  The 

information for transferring funds is as follows: 
 

Bangkok Bank 

Account Name: 

International Development 

Enterprises Stiftung 

Account Number:  

840-101-0017-538638-001 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/emergencies/ongoing/myanmar/


 

 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

 

Letters  

 

By Susan Malloy, RN 

In the May, 2008 edition of The Roadrunner, 

I stated: ñI was recently told by a nutritionist 

that our bodies take about 70,000+ toxic hits 

a day.ò  The correct statement should have 

been ñWe have 10,000 toxic hits to our bod-

ies per day, with 70,000+ hits per week.ò 

 

In order to take time to care for my husband, 

Michael and the many other tasks that I have 

on my plate these days, I feel that I must re-

new my sabbatical until Fall.  Thank you all 

for your continued prayer.  We do appreciate 

your care and concern for us.  Donôt forget 

t h a t  y o u  c a n  r e a c h  m e  a t 

msmalloy02@msn.com. 

 Thanks for all the prayers, cards, phone calls 

and expressions of concern.  They have made a 

tough time much easier.  June is rescheduled 

for surgery on June 25.  We are eager to get 

this behind us and get on with our ministry 

among you.  

Peace and Joy,  

Bob and June Deits 

Scrip/Bus Fund  
Do you buy gas at Fryôs in Apache Junction 
or shop for groceries at a Fryôs store?   
Hopefully, you have been using and re-
charging the Fryôs Gift Card that you pur-
chased at church.  As you may have no-
ticed, Fryôs has a special on for the next cou-
ple of months.  If you purchase a new gift 
card at the store for $300 (up to $1200) they 
will add 10% to the value of the card.  So I 
purchased 4 cards at $300 each and will 
give the extra $120 earned to the Scrip/Bus 
Fund (you can do this by a check in the of-
fering plate marked Scrip/Bus Fund).  10% 
is a whole lot more than the 3% the 
church card earns. Remember, this is for a 
limited time.  You will want to keep your 
church Fryôs Gift Card to use again after the 
special is over.  If you have any questions, 
stop by the Information Table in the east 
narthex after the service or call me at 380-
0147.  Thanks for participating in the Scrip/
Bus Fund program. 

Betty Rolley 

 On behalf of Bud Baxterôs family, I want to 

sincerely thank everyone for the cards, letters, 

prayers, visitations, food and memorial gifts dur-

ing my dadôs illness and after his death on June 

6th.  His church family and friends were very 

special to himðthe humor (laughter), hugs and 

the love of the Lord Jesus Christ through the 

Gold Canyon UMC members were evident and 

felt by Dadôs entire family throughout this or-

deal.   

 I especially want to thank:  Jane Hayes and her 

committee for the food delivered to our home, 

Ron Walker and the funeral Memorial Commit-

tee for the food after the memorial service, Pas-

tor Fred, Pastor Hu, and the organist and pianist 

for helping us celebrate and honor Dadôs life 

through the beautiful memorial service. 

 The Baxters wish Godôs blessings on all future 

endeavors by the membership and leaders of this 

church to win souls for Christ and to make disci-

ples of all men and women. 

With Love, 

Wayne P. Baxter #2 Son 

 My family and I want to express our thanks to 

the staff and membership of Gold Canyon United 

Methodist Church for the calls and many cards 

and notes we have received following Kletiaôs 

death.  These have been very comforting and they 

reaffirm our past experience of the loving warmth 

and support of the membership of this faith group.  

These have meant so much to us.   

With Love, 

John Phillips and Family 
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Christian Educationé 
With David Ballard 

ñOur mission is to bring the love of Christ and His teachings to learners of all ages on their spiritual journey, that they 

be transformed and thus positively affect our local and global communities.ò 

Please join together  

after the 9:30 and 10:50 

services for refresh-

ments and fellowship.  

Make a new friend 

every Sunday!  

We dare ya! 

This yearôs VBS was tremendous success!  More 

than 30 kids enjoyed learning the love of God, sing-

ing beach party songs, making creative crafts, playing 

exciting games,  and working on science experiments.  

Even Flame, the Famous Flying Flamingo, had a ter-

rific time!  Also, a big, big thank you goes out to all 

of the VBS volunteers who made this yearôs VBS 

such a success.  From the bottom of my heart:  Thank 

you! 

VBS Special Thank You ï A special thank you 

goes out to Donna Fuerherm, Harriette Downing  

and Lauren Collins-Mitchell  for directing and co-

ordinating our ñBeach Partyò Vacation Bible 

School!  These three women made VBS week run 

flawlessly and took VBS to a new level.  I stayed 

out of the way and they made it happen.  When you 

see these women, please give them a BIG  thank 

you, job well done! 

Third Saturday Coffee House & Open Mic 

Sponsored by the 10:50 am Praise Worship 

and the Fuel 4 YALL Group 

7:00 pm in the Koinonia Room 

 

The first ñThird Saturdayò met on June 21st.  

We had so much fun listening to the writers 

and musicians who shared with us.  The Fuel 

for YALL (Young Adults Living Life) group 

provided refreshments.  All around, it was an 

enjoyable time of fellowship and fun. 

 

Come share your talents!  Musicians, writers, 

poets, playwrights, artists! Bring your works 

(secular and/or spiritual) to share over coffee 

or tea.  This monthly event is open to the pub-

lic ï bring your friends!  Call Suzanne at the 

church for more information 480-982-3776. 

A VBS VOLUNTEERING EXPERIENCE  

By Debra Ireland 

Teaching at VBS was so much fun this year. We were surfin' through the scriptures. I really 

enjoyed it and I do plan to return next year! I was working with the little kids (the prekin-

dergarten/kindergarten),  to me, they are the best age group. They are cute, tiny, and they 

tell you fun, hilarious stories. And, "they still think you know something". I am so lucky 

and grateful to have been given this opportunity. I want to thank David Ballard, Donna 

Fuerherm, and all the other staff at VBS for giving me the opportunity, but mostly I want to 

thank God and Jesus, because if it wasn't for them, there would be no Vacation Bible 

School. I highly recommend this VBS to parents. 
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Music Notes  
July begins a very exciting time for 
organists throughout the world as 
this month begins the American 
Guild of Organists International 
Year of the Organ.   The pipe or-
gan has seen a real resurgence of 

energy and interest in the last several years, and 
pipe organ builders worldwide, and especially in 
our country, canôt seem to keep up with the de-
mand for new organs and rebuilding old ones.  It 
seems the organ is more popular now than anytime 
I can remember!  While I was a student at Arizona 
State University (I was ASUôs first 
Organ Performance major) in the 
middle 60ôs, the AGO took a sur-
vey and discovered there were 
only some 350 organ majors in the 
entire country!  That has now 
changed dramatically! 
 
To take an active part in this cele-
bration of the organ, I will play a 
major work for the Music for Medi-
tation once per month on the or-
gan.  Also, we have some very 
exciting opportunities for you to 
experience.  We are featuring Lew 
Williams , the headline organist at 
Organ Stop Pizza in concert at our 
church on Sunday, Oct. 19 at 3:00 
PM. This day, the AGO International Year of the 
Organ presents organ concerts all over the world, 
called Organ Spectacular .  Then, I will present a 4
-class series in The Life and Music of J. S. Bach in 
February which will, of course, include the organ of 
his day.  I will also present a single class on The 
Organ 101 ï How They are Built, How They Work 
using our 3-manual Rodgers 960 organ in the 
Sanctuary along with some real pipes.  This will be 
followed in early March by an All-Church Luncheon 
at Organ Stop Pizza with Lew Williams  playing 
and demonstrating the largest Wurlitzer Pipe Organ 
in the world.   
 
All this leads up to the final event at our church, a 
full concert on March 15, 2009 at 3:00 PM by Dr. 
Frederick Swann , former Organist of the First 

Congregational Church of Los Angeles (the largest 
church organ in the world), the Crystal Cathedral in 
Garden Grove, CA, and the Riverside Church, New 
York City.  It is quite a story how we were able to get 
him, which I will share later.  This will be the Must See 
concert of the year.  The largest crowd we have ever 
had in our Sanctuary was the Organ Dedication Recital 
by Hector Olivera .  I fully expect to have as many if 
not more for Fred Swannôs concert! 
 
Finally, the Central Arizona Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists is hosting the Region IX Organ Fes-
tival at the Arizona Biltmore Hotel June 22 ï 25, 2009 
(I am on the Steering Committee).  We will have multi-
ple concerts on various organs around the valley.  I will 

give you dates and times as we get 
closer.  
 
On a personal note, this was a very 
special Fatherôs Day for me as I 
watched my daughter Regina receive 
her Doctor of Medicine degree from 
Stanford Medical School the day be-
fore.  I might mention that she is the 
only one whose daddy yelled out 
ñThatôs my little girl!ò when she was 
hooded!  Now she will spend the next 
7 years in Residency as a Pediatric 
Neurosurgeon at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, MN.  (Now, when her dad 
reverts back to his childhood, she can 
go in an fix it!)  Her husband, Mark, is 
a Neurophysiologist specializing in Epi-
lepsy, also at Mayo Clinic.  They are 

driving a 26ô truck pulling their car on a trailer behind, 
even as I write this.  I do apologize for ñgushingò, and I 
know all of you have your own great stories to tell of 
your kids.  It really is ñgood to be the Daddy!ò  Her 
mom, my first wife, was there also.  
 
Blessings to all this summer.  Please remember to 
pray for our service men and women on July 4, and 
everyday. 

Blessings, 

Doug 
Douglas J. Benton 

Director of Music Ministries 



 

With Heather Roden-

borg 
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Youth Ministries  

Sunday School   9:30 am in the Education Building 

Youth Fellowship 6:30 pm Sundays in the Education Building 

Who We Worship With:  Making New Friends 

We at GCUMC are blessed to have so many wonderful and talented people joining together in worship.  There are so 

many of us, itôs difficult to get to know one another.  This month, we would like to begin introducing you to interesting 

people you just might sit next to some Sunday. While it will be impossible to introduce everyone in such a large congre-

gation, we thought it would be fun to try!  If you know of someone youôd like to see profiled in the RoadRunner, please 

contact Suzanne in the church office at 480-982-3776 for guidelines. 
 

 Bill and Louise Green Moved to MountainBrook Village in Gold Canyon in 1999 from 

Lake Waukomis, MO, in the Kansas City area.  Bill and Louise lived in Brookfield, MO until 

they married in 1954.  In 1956 they moved to Laramie, WY, where Bill attended the Univer-

sity of Wyoming and received a degree in Electrical Engineering in 1959. Louise worked in 

the Business office of the University.  After a short stay in southern California, they moved 

back to Kansas City where Bill was employed as an electrical engineer by Trans World Air-

lines until retiring in 1991.  Louise was a stay-at-home mom for several years before manag-

ing the church office of the Platte Woods United Methodist Church, then Administrative As-

sistant at Kansas City Stockyards Company.   Louise retired as an officer of the Farley State Bank in 1995.  Bill and 

Louise were active in the Platt Woods church and community affairs. 

 They are very much enjoying their retirement, their involvement in Gold Canyon United Methodist Church, extensive 

traveling and bowling.  They have two children and families in the area, and enjoy family get-togethers and the occa-

sional babysitting. 

 Bill and Louise Green are active in GCUMC by volunteering as greeters and in the Food Bank. 

EXTREME MAKEOVER  -  

MISSION EDITION  
I would like to thank all of those who donated to Mis-

sion Trip Makeover 2008. We will be heading out to 

Grand Junction CO on July 5th through the 12th. While 

we are gone, please pray that we have a safe trip and are 

able to help change the lives of the people of Grand 

Junction. Your thoughts and prayers will be welcome.  

This yearôs mission trip will be led by Heather Roden-

borg with Fred & Beth Steinberg, Michael & Valerie 

Sheridan, and Jed Moore attending as adult leaders. The 

youth that will be going are: Scott & David Moore, 

Caleb Shroyer, Tim Steinberg, Kody Sawyer, Seth Pre-

iss, Christina Pappalardo, Nathaniel Gingrich, Daniel 

Bos, Kaylea Payne, Colin Dethlefsen, Stephanie Rowe, 

Sean & Mikey Sheridan, Stefan Vander Heyden, Chris-

tian Ordiway, Sonny Lowe, and Ann Marie Wilding. 

Youth , look for the newsletter in the mail for upcoming 

youth group information. Youth group will NOT meet 

on July 6th (gone for mission trip) or July 13th 

(recovering from mission trip). 

Donôt forget, Remember the Positive and Smile! 


