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Most of you remember that we gave away 40 $100 bills 

in February and challenged people to go on an adventure 

with God.  It was a modern day equivalent of the Parable 

of the Talents.  The results were amazing.  Since I know 

that many of our congregation had left for the summer 

when we shared the results on the Sunday after Easter, I 

thought I would list the ways those talents grew. 

 

$100 GCUMC Scholarship Fund 

Supplies & $500 to St Andrews Clinic, Nogales 

Publicity for Hope Womenôs Center 

Publicity for GCUMC 

$100 to Conversations! - Ovarian Cancer Support 

Group 

Establishment of Century-Gen Assistance Fund at 

GCUMC 

Bikes given to children 

$100 of Bashas Cards to Needy Families 

Sound System "Snake" & Sound Board - Sunshine 

Acres 

$1,800 Youth Service Project in Artesia, New Mexico 

$100 to Relay for Life (Cancer) 

Created Nursery at Primera Iglesia UMC, Phoenix 

70 books - Primera Iglesia UMC Sidewalk Sunday 

School 

Many Random Acts of Kindness 

Gift Crosses for People & Sharing of Faith. 

Sponsor World Vision Child - Winnie Acen  

Nintendo Wii's for Youth Ministry Project 

Church Landscaping on Kings Ranch Road 

Cancer Support Group Established 

$700 for Clear Lake UMC, Clear Lake, Iowa 

$100 Help Neighbor Rebuild Bridge 

$200 Kids of Kingdom (Rescue Orphans) 

New Towel & Shower Ministry for Homeless 

 20 Angel Unaware Books Purchased 

$150 Living Water UMC Missions 

$400 Gold Canyon UMC Missions 

Free Trade Coffee Project Started to Support Interna-

tional Missions 

100 Phoenix from the Ashes Booklets Printed 

Welcome Bags for United Methodist Outreach Minis-

tries (Homeless Shelter) 

Heifer International-Yaqui Traditional Food Restoration 

Project 

Intergenerational Night of Hope Dance Held 

2 Songs written 

$100 to WOW Group (Hospitality & Outreach) 

Aid for Homeless Man 

60 roses to cancer patients 

$100 given directly to people 

Inspirational Books Purchased 

$300 to the Local Schools  

$100 Idaho Food Bank 

$600 returned to GCUMC 

$500 to Underprivileged Kids 

$90 Groceries to Marc Center 

Golf Cart Ministry Starting 

$160 Phoenix Rescue Mission  

$50 American Cancer Society  

$200 Heifer Project  

$9,448 to Women's Hope Center in AJ  

 

As a result of this experience I have 50 pages of personal 

stories of how this experience impacted peopleôs lives.  I 

am sure that in the months to come I will have a chance to 

share some of those stories with you. I say a big thank you 

to those who were inspired to stretch themselves to do min-

istry in Godôs name through this challenge. 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

 
 

 

   

    From The Pastor 

  ñInvesting Talentsò  



 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

 

John Wesleyôs Three Simple 

Rules 

Do No Harm 

Do Good 

Stay in love with God 

NOTICE:  We need your Email Address!  Please email it to us at:  goldcanyonumc@mindspring.com  

ñ...I trust in the Lord. I will be glad and rejoice in your love, for 

you saw my affliction and knew the anguish of my soul. You 

have not handed me over to the enemy but have set my feet in a 

spacious placeò 
 

                                                          Psalm 31:6-8 (NIV) 

               (A psalm of Davidðalthough some say Jeremiah) 
 

ñI cry aloud to the Lord; I lift up my voice to the Lord for 

mercy. I pour out my complaint before Him; before Him I tell 

my trouble.  

 

Then the righteous will gather about me because of your good-

ness to me.ò 

                                                  Psalm142:1-2 & 7 (NIV) 

                                                      (A psalm of David) 
 

ñConsider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of 

many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith de-

velops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that 

you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 

 

Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he 

has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has 

promised to those who love Him.ò 
 

                                                   James 1:2-4 & 12 (NIV) 
 

ñI waited patiently for the Lord, He turned to me and heard my 

cry. He lifted me out of my slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; 

He set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He 

put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many 

will see and fear and put their trust in the Lord.ò 

 

                                                          Psalm 40:1-3 (NIV) 

                                                           (A psalm of David) 
 

    As I reviewed the bible to find appropriate verses and pas-

sages I could use for this article which I like to call ñTroubles 

(problems), Trials, Tribulations and Trustò, I found more than 

100 passages related to troubles, trials and tribulations, along 

with more than 120 related to trust and confidence in God dur-

ing troubled times. 

   In todayôs world full of turmoil, war, economic crisis, home 

foreclosures, loss of jobs and a multitude of other problems 

we each face daily, it is difficult for many to maintain a deep 

faith in our God. These problems have had an impact throughout 

the world including our nation, state, county, community, as 

well as our church. The effect has been a catastrophe for many 

individuals and families in our community and to some in our 

church. 

    As persons in our congregation face some type of trial result-

ing from current world, national, or local situations, what can 

we do to ensure we all maintain our trust, faith, and confidence 

that our God is there for each of us? 

   We can look to the bible to help us trust in the knowledge that 

God will be by our side to lead us through these trials. As you 

will note from the quotations above, David kept his faith and 

trust in the Lord when he faced trouble. From James 1 you will 

note that our faith and trust in the Lord will be tested throughout 

our life. If we pass the test of faith, we will be rewarded with 

Godôs help in leading us through difficult times. There are many 

verses and chapters in the bible that help us reaffirm our trust in 

God. Psalm 23 is probably the most well-known chapter that we 

can read to reaffirm our faith in God and to find comfort. 

    The power of prayer is a very effective way to address our 

problems and to strengthen our faith in our Father. Both individ-

ual and group prayers are effective in every situation. However, 

we must be patient with God and trust that His will is the best 

answer. His will may not always be our will. The Book of 

Psalms has many chapters of prayers and testimonies to our Fa-

ther that were written as prayers to overcome problems and to 

show trust in God. As we know, a number of psalms were 

prayers from David in times of trouble and psalms of praise to 

God. 

    As a congregation, we can offer assistance to those in need by 

participating in the many programs our church offers, such as 

the Food Bank and Pastorôs discretionary fund, which are de-

signed to help those in need. By contributing to these programs, 

you may unknowingly be helping a friend, neighbor, or a mem-

ber of our congregation. In addition, your kindness and support 

for these programs may lead others to putting their trust in our 

God. 

 

ñé.remembering the words the Lord Jesus Himself said: óIt is 

more blessed to give than to receive.ôò 

Acts 20:35 (NIV)      

                                                                  

AN ADVENTURE OF FAITH  
By Grover Wallace 

 



 

 

January                      2007                                  2008                                    2009                       2008           2009 

 Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Worship 
All 

Worship  
All 

1st  28162 17327 23536 15120 29929 13688 1195 1564 

2nd 15985 5537 13506 5347 10935 3066 1128 1774 

3rd 13182 7971 11168 4920 15554 7273 919 1120 

4th  11739 8142 10033 3030 10587 4890 803 1025 

5th  12845 4541 ____ ___ _____ _____ ___  _____ 

Total  81914 43518 58242 28417 67004 28917 4045 5483 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Let us 
remember to pray 

daily 

   During the month of April, contributions to our building 

fund totaled $28,917. For the first two months of our steward-

ship year,  contributions totaled $67,336 or 13.47% of our 

goal of $500,000. 

 

 Pledges to our 2009 General Fund and 2009 Building Fund 

currently stand at $446,579 and $315,228, respectively. These 

amounts are somewhat below the amount budgeted and neces-

sary to meet the requirement of the many programs we offer 

and operate the beautiful facilities God has provided. We 

should have a final update on pledges in the next edition of 

the Roadrunner. 

 

   ñLet no debt remain outstanding except the continuing debt 

to love one anotheré..ò 

 

                                                Romans 13:8 (NIV) 

 

 

   Have you noticed the great sales on everyday items you 

buy at Bashasô and Fryôs? Why not pick up a card for 

either or both of these stores for yourself and/or for the 

food bank. Youôll be helping the bus fund at no extra cost 

to you when you use the Bashasô Community Support 

Card or the Fryôs Gift Card. They can be purchased for as 

little as $20 and are rechargeable at the store. 

   You may purchase these cards at either the Information 

Desk in the narthex or in the church office. 

Loving Well -- A Beth Moore Bible Study 

God wants us to demonstrate Godôs love by doing through us what we 

cannot do on our own:  to learn to love ALL kinds of people, and love 

them well.  This four-part study begins Tuesday, June 2 at 9:00 am, and 

will be held the 4th, 9th, and 11th. You will find a sign up sheet on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex today.  Please sign up right away! 

 

ADULT Summer Sunday School  

Reclaiming the Wesleyan Tradition 

Begins June 7th at 10:45 am in Room 106 of the Education Building 

Suzanne Jacobson will once again facilitate this interesting and informa-

tive 13-week study and discussion group.  Discover what it means to be 

Wesleyan in todayôs world.  There is no obligation to attend all classes.  

Come to the June 7th Introductory Class to find out what itôs all about!  

This class is IN ADDITION to the continuing 8:00 am Adult Sunday 

School, which is always open to all adults. 

 



 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Christian Educationé 
With ñCoachò Ellis Falk 

ñOur mission is to bring the love of Christ and His teachings to learners of all ages on their spiritual 

journey, that they be transformed and thus positively affect our local and global communities.ò 

 

 

Summer Camps for Boys and Girls 

at Mingus Mountain: Registration and application forms 

for the summer camps are available in the church office. 

Camps include Rock Camp, grades 4-9 (June 1-6) Elemen-

tary Camp Grades 3-6 (June 8-13 )with Katherine Keller 

as the camp leader. Camp Narnia for grades 4-7 (June 15-

20), Senior High Camp for grades 10-12 (June 29-July 4th), 

Junior High Camp grades 7-9 (July 6-11) and Super Camp 

grades 3-9 (July 13-18) Cost for the camp is $350.00 per 

camper. Some partial scholarships to camp are available. 

For more details contact Ellis Falk at the church office. 
 

Vacation Bible School: This is the month for Vacation 

Bible School. The theme this year is CAMP EDGE- 

ñExperience and Discover God Everywhereò. VBS will 

start the week of Monday, June the 15th and run through 

Fri. June 19th. The VBS will be in the morning only and is 

open to all children of the community and the church from 

ages 4 and older. We can use more teenagers and adults 

who are interested in being helpers in VBS this year. Dur-

ing this month there will be a supplies needed list posted in 

the narthex for those who may not be able to physically 

help but would like to share with the supplies, food items 

and the cost of VBS. All gifts will be deeply appreciated 

and put to good use. Thanks in advance for your kind sup-

port. The cost of this yearôs VBS is $10.00 per child with 

not more than $20.00 for the entire family. A limited num-

ber of scholarships are still available. No child will be de-

nied a chance to come to VBS because of a lack of money. 

Check with the church office for any needed assistance. 
 

Bikes in good running order needed. In this tough eco-

nomic time there are many persons who are looking for 

Bikes and other modes of transportation. Should you have 

a bike in good running order which could be given to a 

needy person or family, please contact the church and give 

your name and phone number so that arrangements could 

be made to pick up the bike. These bikes will go to  the 

families of the Sidewalk Sunday School or the Genesis 

project and any other needy family the church comes in 

contact with. The bike activity is being sponsored by the 

ñCentury Community Care Fundò which is a result of the 

$100 Adventure with God project here at the church. 

Through this community help project we have already 

given six bikes to needy families. The bikes are used by 

persons to go to work so they can feed and care for their 

families. Thanks for your support and letôs continue this 

great work. 
 

Sunday School teachers are needed as full time or regu-

lar teachers and substitutes. This need is for the entire Sun-

day School as we enter the time of vacations and other ac-

tivities which take the regular teachers away from the nor-

mal teaching routine. If you could help out please call the 

church office and leave your name and phone number. 

Thanks for your interest and support. 
 

Study Sessions and classes for the summer months and 

the future are being planned . Should you wish a particular 

study or would like to develop a study, please contact the 

educational office at the church. We do have available for 

loan the ñAlpha Faith Courseò.  This is a DVD set that 

gives an introduction to the Christian Faith and lets people 

explore the real meaning of life. There are also several 

other DVD programs which could be for the individual or 

a small group study.  
 

ñReclaiming the Wesleyan Traditionò will be taught in a 

short session starting in June. The class will be taught by 

Suzanne Jacobson. Additional information can be obtained 

elsewhere in this newsletter.  
 

The Disciple Program will be offered this fall and winter. 

In addition to the standard 34 week Disciple classes, there 

will be shorter ñeight weekò sessions offered for those who 

feel they canôt make a commitment to the normal 34 week 

session. The program will be broken into smaller segments 

over a longer period of time. The same matter will be cov-

ered but may take two years to complete the normal 34 

week session. More information will appear in the next 

newsletter.  
 

ñLoving Wellò a Beth Moore study will start  this summer 

and will run for only four short sessions. More information 

will be in the church bulletin and from the session leaders.   



 

 With Heather Rodenborg 

                             Gold Canyon 

Youth Ministries  

Sunday School  9:30 am in the Education Building 

Youth Fellowship 6:30 pm Sundays in the Education Building 

 

 

          Kody Allen Sawyer  

Kody is graduating from Mesa high school. His plans 

are to attend U of A in the fall. He will be majoring 

in biochemistry. After graduating from U of A he 

plans on attending dental or medical school. 

 

I am so very honored to tell you about the following seniors. They are all young men and women who are going out 

into the world to make an impact. Thank you for the laughs, tears, and fun times together. We are all proud of each and 

every one of you. 

Cassea Marie Mogharbel 

Cassea will be graduating from Apache Junction High School with 

NHS Honors and a History Honor cord. 

She will be going to ASU to study Nutrition and food management. 

After she graduates from ASU she will be going to culinary school 

and study to become a pastry chef. After that she plans to have her 

own little place where she will make her cakes and chocolate and 

sugar structures. 

Ryan Michael Mestek 

Ryan will be graduating from Apache Junction High School. 

He will be off to an early start with the summer session at Central 

Arizona College. He plans to take all the general education classes 

at CAC while he is deciding on a career path. He currently works 

at Pizza Hut in Gold Canyon so don't be surprised if he shows up 

at your door if you order a pizza!  

Sean Sheridan 

Sean will be graduating from Red Mountain High 

School. He plans on attending NAU in the fall. 

More Graduates on next page! 



  

Crystal Copeland 

Crystal will be graduating from Apache Junction High School. Her goals are to move to 

Texas and go to college to study marine biology and science at Del Mar College. After 

completing her education there, she plans on going to college at Corpus Christi A&M. 

She hopes to get a job at Sea World as a trainer or care keeper. She says, ñI plan on travel-

ing the world and exploring every ocean and sea.ò 

Natalie Donald 

Natalie will be graduating from Apache Junction High 

School. In the fall, she plans on attending NAU. 

Katelyn Beth Crane 

Katelyn is graduating from Desert Ridge High School. After graduating 

she will be moving to Phoenix, where she plans on attending The Skin 

& Makeup Institute of Arizona. Katelyn plans on becoming an aestheti-

cian and then in the future having her own salon. 

   Congratulations are in order for six recently selected scholarship winners for 2009. They are Sara Bos, Betsy 

Jacobson, Suzanne Jacobson, Cassea Mogharbel, Heather Rodenborg and Kody Sawyer. The recipients met all 

of the requirements for eligibility and each will receive a $500 scholarship. Our church is fortunate to have a 

member who has established an endowed scholarship fund available to members of GCUMC. As a result of 

this memberôs generosity, our scholarship committee has broadened the program to enable other members to 

make funds available for scholarships. To learn more of the details about GCUMCôs scholarship program, 

please find brochures in the narthex or check with the church office. 

  

Weôd also like to congratulate the following ñStudents of the Yearò: Katie Petticrew at Apache Junction High 

School and Megan Pappalardo at Gold Canyon Elementary School. Good Work Students!! 

On June 11th, I will be taking 5 adults and 22 youth to Artesia New Mexico. We will be gone June 11th through 

the 20th. During this time I would ask that you pray for us all. We ask that you pray for the following: Safe trip 

along the way; Everyone returns safely; The youth are open to Godôs voice during this time;  The people we 

go to serve will receive the help that they need; And that the adult leaders are able to model Christôs actions. 

Thank you all that have given to this yearôs mission trip. You are helping to change the lives of our youth and 

those that we go to serve. We are still looking for tool donations or gift cards to Home Depot or Loweôs to help 

with buying tools. Also, please feel free to follow us online at www.Twitter.com/GoldCanyonYouth while we 

are gone. You will be able to see what we are up to on the trip. 
 


