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drew his sword and cut off the ear of the high 

priestôs servant.   When Jesus was captured, Peter 

alone followed the guards at a distance to see what 

would happen to Jesus.  He even had the courage 

to enter the courtyard where those who had taken 

Jesus were standing.  These were hardly the acts of 

a coward. 

It was Peter who had the courage to get out of the 

boat and take steps on the water.  What would it 

take for us to have such courage about our Savior 

and our faith?  How might we live differently if we 

were courageous?  What might our Church do with 

such courage?  I invite you to allow the season of 

Lent to be a time when you revaluate your faith.  Is 

there something Christ is calling you to do or to 

believe?  Or maybe Christ is calling you to let go 

of something that is keeping you from spiritual 

growth.  See you on Sunday. 

Grace and peace, 

 

From The Pastor:  
ñCredit for Courageò  

 
A long time ago, I rafted the Ocoee River 

in Tennessee.  We floated down to the 

most difficult rapid on the trip.  Above 

the rapid we pulled to the shore and the 

guide said, ñYou donôt have to do this 

next rapid.ò  He said, ñOn a 1 to 6 scale 

this rapid is a 5ò.  A level 6 means you 

die.  So this rapid was classed ñalmost dead.ò  Every-

body but one couple opted to have the courage and stay 

in the raft.  Do you want to know what happened?  I am 

breathing today so you should know the answer to the 

question.  We swallowed our fears and went for it.  And 

we were glad we had the courage to face the challenge. 

Often as we approach Easter we talk about Peterôs de-

nial of Jesus.  But have you really thought about the 

courage that preceded his denial?  When Jesus predicted 

all the disciples would desert him, Peter proclaimed, 

ñEven though all become deserters, I will not.ò  When 

the palace guard arrived to seize Jesus, it was Peter who 

 

AS WE CONTINUE WITH THE GLORIOUS STORY BEGUN BY CHRISTôS BIRTHé 

 

Palm Sunday Services March 28 

Traditional Services: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 am, Praise Service 9:20 am, Country Western Service 5:00 pm 

 

Maundy Thursday Service April 1 at 7:00 pm 

 

Good Friday Service April 2 at 7:00 pm 

 

Easter Sunday Services April 4 

Communion Sunrise Service at 6:00 am  

Continental Breakfast served at 7:15 am 

Traditional Services: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 am, Praise Service 9:20 am, Country Western Service 5:00 pm 

 



 

January                      2008                                   2009                                    2010                      2009            2010 

 Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Worship 
All 

Worship  
All 

1st  $20430 $10694 $22862 $10109 $19792 $6995 1477 1522 

2nd 14593 4302 17944 5592 21906 6866 1808 1603 

3rd 16638 8821 13772 4316 22617 4599 1733 1834 

4th  17111 9665 16017 4838 17645 3792 1972 1745 

5th  ðð ðð ðð ðð 19413 2715 ðð 1928 

Total  $68772 $33482 $70596 $24854 $101373 $24964 6990 8632 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Please continue to recharge and use your Bashasô Commu-

nity Support Cards and Fryôs Gift Cards while shopping at 

these grocery chains. It doesnôt cost you anything extra to 

use them (you still get the sale prices) and it benefits the 

church bus fund. See me at the Information Desk or go to 

the office during the week if you need a card. 

Betty Rolley 

DONATIONS AND ATTENDANCE 
Let no debt remain outstanding except the continuing debt to love one anotheré     Romans 13:8 (NIV) 

 

 
A Note From Bob: 

On Sunday, March 14, Gold Canyon UMC will welcome 

Dr. Gene Lowry to our pulpit.  Gene served as Professor of 

Preaching at St. Paulôs School of Theology in Kansas City, 

MO, for over 30 years.  He is in constant demand, not only 

as a preacher, but as a professional jazz pianist, who has 

captivated audiences all over the United States with his pro-

grams showing the link between jazz and blues music and 

the Christian faith. 

June and I have been privileged to have Gene and his wife, 

Sarah, as dear, personal friends for almost 20 years.  His 

insights on preaching continue to have a great influence on 

me.  

Gene will preach for our morning services, 

during which he will also play the piano for 

us.  He will then present a program at 3:00 

pm in the Sanctuary titled ñJazz and Christi-

anity,ò accompanied by Dwight Killian, who 

is recognized as perhaps the best bass player 

in the Phoenix area.  This is a program you 

will be glad you attended!   

An ordained UMC minister, Geneôs academic preparation 

includes four degrees, culminating with a doctorate in the 

philosophy of education from the University of Kansas. 

He has been featured in the Great Preachers series on the 

Odyssey Television Channel.  Last year he delivered the 

Lyman Beecher Lectures on preaching at Yale University - 

the most prestigious venue for the subject. 

He has written 6 books and many journal articles and book 

chapters on preaching, worship and Biblical study. 

I am overjoyed to have Gold Canyon UMC experience this 

multi-talented preacher and musician.  

Peace and joy, 

Bob Deits 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE  

 

The GCUMC Scholarship Committee is pleased to an-

nounce the availability of funds to those seeking educa-

tional financial aid for the 2010 fall school term. Applica-

tion and criteria for eligibility forms are available in the 

church office. The completed application, along with the 

required supplemental information, should be returned to 

the church office by March 31, 2010. Applicants will be 

notified of the Scholarship Committeeôs decision in writ-

ing by May 1, 2010. Brochures are available in the church 

vestibule with more details about our scholarship pro-

gram. 

 

Tom Robison 

Chairman, Permanent  

Endowment Committee 
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Christian Educationé 
With ñCoachò Ellis Falk 

ñOur mission is to bring the love of Christ and His teachings to learners of all ages on their spiritual 

journey, that they be transformed and thus positively affect our local and global communities.ò 

SUMMER IS COMING--SOON and that means VBS 

and Summer Camps. 

 

Vacation Bible School-June 7th 

to June 11th. 

Parents, please mark your calen-

dars for your children to attend 

VBS this summer. The theme this 

year will be Galactic Blast: A Cos-

mic Adventure Praising God. Come aboard the great 

starship Galactic Praise to see our awesome universe 

and our awesome God in a whole new way. Each ga-

lactic mission includes a Bible story in the Good News 

Galaxy, along with science activities at the Orbital Ob-

servatory, music at Moons and Tunes, art projects at 

Cosmic Crafts and a snack at the Astro Bistro. Our 

VBS is scheduled for mornings from 9:30 to 12:30 pm 

and is open to children of the church and community 

from ages 4-12. Early Registration will begin in April 

and May. Last year there were close to 100 children 

attending.  If you would like to help or need more in-

formation please contact Donna Fuerherm, Director, 

Lauren Collins-Mitchell, music coordinator, or myself, 

Ellis Falk, at the Church Office. é.See you 

thereé..invite your friends to the awesome blast off 

this summer.   

 

Summer Camps at Mingus Mountain It is never too 

early to start planning to attend one of these great 

camps this summer. The dates for the 

camps this year are: Senior High Camp 

(grades 10-12) June 7-12, Elementary 

Camp (grades 3-6) June 14-19, Super 

Camp (grades 3-9) June 28-July 3, Jun-

ior High Camp (grades 7-9) July 5-10. 

You may register online at www. DESERTSOUTH-

WESTCONFERENCE.ORG/CAMPS or call me at the 

church and I will give you the registration, health and 

medical forms. 

 

Lenten Series As we proceed through Lent we will 

continue with a special Lenten Series each Thursday 

evening in the Koinonia Room. The 

presenter is Rev. Fay Quanstrom and 

the overall theme is ñYou are Godôs 

Gardenò. A soup and bread meal will 

be served at 5:30 pm followed by a 

faith expanding devotional. I hope you 

will find time to attend at least one or 

more of these great sessions.  

 

During Holy Week (Mar. 29-Apr.2) the church Sanc-

tuary will be open for personal meditation and prayer  

6:00 am until 9:00 am. There will be no special music 

or speaking during this time, just a time of personal 

prayer, self reflection and spiritual enrichment. Those 

who participated in this last year were greatly blessed.  

 

Confirmation Classes Confirmation classes will start 

Feb. 28 at 5:00 pm. The classes will last about an hour 

and be over in time for any student to go to Youth Ac-

tivities on Sunday Night. The proposed dates for the 

classes are Feb.28, Mar.7, Mar.21, Apr.18, May 2 and 

May 16. All classes begin at 5:00 pm in the computer 

room in the Education Building. Confirmation Sunday 

will be May 23. Any questions, please call me at the 

church office.  

The Christian Education team is in need of part-time 

or full-time childrenôs Sunday School teachers. If 

you would be willing to help teach, lead Bible 

games and memorization, and direct special crafts, 

please contact Joan Siersma or myself. 

Are you able to treat a woman to the Retreat in 

April? Or could you help a youngster go to camp 

this summer? If you are able to fund a Scholarship 

or Campership, we would gladly accept any amount 

toward these causes. You would just need to make a 

notation in the memo section of your check as to 

how it should be directed. You never know, you just 

might be changing a life for God. Bless you. 



 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church                       

Youth Ministries  

Sunday School 9:30 am in the Education Building 

Youth Fellowship 6:30 pm Sundays in the Education Building 

With Heather Rodenborg 

 

This yearôs mission trip will be to Mescalero, New Mexico. Mescalero had a population of around 1,233 during the 2000 

census. It is home to the Mescalero Apache reservation. This year we will be participating in a ñchallengeò workcamp. A 

challenge workcamp is a bit more difficult and involves building or repairing porches and wheelchair ramps, building or 

repairing steps, roof repairs, weatherization and other home repairs. We could be building a wheelchair ramp for a dis-

abled widow or fixing a porch for a single mom and her kids.  

Because we are participating in a challenge the cost is a bit more than in the past. We need to raise $15,000 to cover the 

cost of the trip. This will pay for our transportation, gas, food, lodging, and building supplies for the project. As in the 

past, we invite you to become a shareholder. This means that you will be invited to our annual shareholder dinner before 

our trip and our dessert night once we return to hear all about it.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Heather at the church office. And as always, thank you for changing 

the lives of our youth. 

Thereôs something a flock 
The youth of Gold Canyon UMC are now proud owners of a flock of Pink Flamingos. These Pink Fla-

mingos are just dying to get out and see the sights of Gold Canyon, Apache Junction and other 

neighboring towns. But they need help in order to get around. How this works is someone initially calls 

me (Heather Rodenborg 480-982-3776 or 480-612-1629), and states they would love to give a donation 

of $25+ to have a good friendôs front lawn flocked with Pink Flamingoes. It will then cost that person 

who was just flocked $25+ to move the flock. Heather will come out and get the flock and move them 

for you. Now thereôs a way to get around being flocked by those cute little Pink Flamingoes! You can 

purchase ñFlocking Insuranceò for a donation of $50. This insurance will protect you from ever being 

flocked again or can also protect you in advance. All the proceeds will go to support our mission trip 

this summer to Mescalero, New Mexico. 

ñNight of Hopeò 
 

Come and join us for our 2nd annual ñNight of Hopeò on 

March 27th at 5:00 pm. The evening will be filled with 

dancing, refreshments, encouragement, and stories of 

hope. The music will be from the 50s all the way up to 

current hits. We want to be the hope of God to those in 

our community. This event is being sponsored by our 

Youth Group with the proceeds going to help fund our 

mission trip this summer to Mescalero, New Mexico. Not 

only will you be a part of bringing hope to our commu-

nity, but you will also be bringing hope to the community 

of Mescalero. The cost is $5.00 and tickets may be pur-

chased by calling the church office. 

Donate to Youth Mission Trip. 

We need a total of 38 shares. 

1 Share = $400 

½ Share = $200 

¼ Share = $100 

Please mark Youth 

Mission 

 when donating. 
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Music Notes  
 

I hope all of you have enjoyed our great weather, even the rain, 

these past couple of months.  I canôt wait to see what God does 

with the desert this month!  Iôll bet there will be a rainbow of 

color all across the desert floor for us to enjoy! 

We have started a new Praise Choir under the direction of Cari 

Eastman.  They meet in the Koinonia Room on Wednesdays at 

6:30 pm.  Also, we have a Mens Chorus directed by John Nuss 

that meets on Monday mornings in the Koinonia Room at 9:00 

am.  If you are interested in something different, come check out 

one of  these two groups. 

We have some great musical events for you this month.  First, 

our 12th Annual Spring Choral Concert will be presented on 

Sunday, March 7th at 3:00 pm, and will feature the 80-voice 

Chancel Choir, Chancel Ringers, Youth Handbell Team, 

Agape Brass Quintet, piano, organ and timpani.  Don Eng-

brecht will sing a special arrangement of The Holy City and of 

special interest will be a presentation of The Passion of the 

Christ, a special collection of anthems with narration.  Get to the 

church early for a good seat!  Doors open at 2:15 pm. 

Next, we present Rev. Dr. Eugene L. Lowry, piano, with Dwight 

Killian , bass, in a recital of blues/jazz on Sunday, March 14 at 

3:00 pm.  Gene served as Professor of Preaching for over 30 

years at Saint Paul School of Theology in Kansas City, 

MO.  Ordained a United Methodist minister, Gene's academic 

preparation includes four degrees, culminating with a doctorate 

in the philosophy of education from the University of Kan-

sas.  He was Senior Scholar in Residence at Drew University 

School of Theology fall 2003 and fall 2004. In the spring of 

1999 he was a guest professor at Princeton Theological semi-

nary.  Gene's keyboard lecture/concerts relating jazz and Christi-

anity have resulted in four recordings in the blues/jazz mode.  

Dwight Killian is revered as one of the finest jazz bassists in the 

country.  This will be a very special afternoon of great music! 

Sunday, March 21 at 3:00 pm, we will have internationally ac-

claimed Handbell Soloist, Ruben Mendoza performing for us. 

Ruben began his handbell career in 1978 with the Knights of the 

Bell Table at St. Genevieve Catholic Church in Los Angeles, 

CA.  He has rung and taught at several events of the American 

Guild of English Handbell Ringers (AGEHR), was a member of 

Campanile Handbell Ensemble and rang ten years with Sonos 

Handbell Ensemble in the San Francisco Bay Area.  With Sonos, 

Ruben toured all over the United States, three tours in Japan, 

performed on A Prairie Home Companion, rang with the San 

Francisco Symphony Chorus, San Francisco Chamber Orchestra, 

San Jose Symphony, Oakland Symphony, Napa Valley Sym-

phony, Kronos String Quartet and San Jose Taiko. Most re-

cently, he was the featured soloist for the AGEHR National 

Seminar in Tucson last summer.  You wonôt believe what one 

man can do with a set of handbells!  You don't want to miss this 

one! 

All three of these concerts are open to the public at no 

charge as a free will offering will be received.  Everyone is 

asked to please bring at least one non-perishable food item 

per person for the GCUMC Food Bank.  This is a great op-

portunity for you to invite your family, friends and 

neighbors to our church for a great musical experience in 

one of the finest acoustic spaces in Arizona.  Maybe they 

would then like to come with you to worship on Sunday! 

The Gold Canyon Arts Council presents The Washington 

Saxophone Quartet (WSaxQ) on Friday, March 26 at 7:30 

pm. The members of the Washington Saxophone Quartet 

are saxophone geniuses who play cool jazz, a bit of swing 

and maybe some blues. Then again, if you close your eyes, 

you might think there is a string quartet playing Bach on 

stage or a master of the keyboard evoking the rich harmo-

nies of an organ prelude. Youôve probably never heard the 

sax played this way.  For more than thirty years, WSaxQ 

has performed recitals, informal concerts, and master 

classes in the United States, the Caribbean, and China, and 

on radio and television worldwide. The ensemble taps into 

a rich repertoire, from early music to newly commissioned 

works, and draws on a wealth of experience to reach listen-

ers of every age and background. Tickets at the door are 

$25.00, but look for a discount coupon for Gold Canyon 

UMC members in your Worship Bulletin on the Sunday 

before this concert.  Discount coupons are only good at 

Canyon Rose Storage, just north of the church on Kings 

Ranch Road, until noon on the 26th.  The GC Arts Council 

requests that everyone please bring a non-perishable food 

item for the GCUMC Food Bank to their concerts. 

We have formed a group of people who will be creating a 5

-year vision of our Music Ministries.  I ask you to pray for 

us as we dream outside the box to make our Music Minis-

tries as creative and effective as possible. We hope to create 

a ñheart connectionò in the worship of our God and Christ, 

in the music education of our people, and continued out-

reach through our Performing Arts Series and other pro-

grams.  We will share with you our thoughts as we go for-

ward.  If you have some ideas, please share those with us. 

Finally, I want to publicly say again (I canôt say it enough!) 

how much I appreciate the incredible work the Chancel 

Choir does week in and week out ï three services each Sun-

day; how great it is to work with the incredibly talented 

pianists Linda Jones, Nancy Virden, Marty Robison and 

Carol Ballard!  What a wealth of talent they have!  Thanks 

also for my great right hand, Music Librarian Dottie 

House, who keeps the choir - and me - organized!  And, to 

our great Choir Council led by President Carol Lineback 

and Section Leaders Sue Mott - soprano, Mary Catherine 

Myers ï alto, Gary Ackerson ï tenor, and Bud Rolley ï 

bass.  Thank you all for your tremendous efforts and your 

great music! 

Blessings, 

Douglas J. Benton, Director of Music Ministries  
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WITHIN THE CHURCH FAMILY  

By Hu & Wendy Rhymes, with a little help from Hattie, Muffin (& Sadie, too) 
  

ATTENTION: If you want to contact the Rhymes and you 

donôt have our CELL number, please contact the church of-

fice. CALL US, please, with immediate needs, as we donôt 

check our e-mail every day. 

 SADIE RHYMES MEMORIAL  

Again, we thank all of you who are donating Pet Food to the Food Bank.  We just finished 

bagging cat food from a 36 pound bag into gallon size bags for the hungry kitties.  George 

Dyer was in the office a few days before singing in church and at the Friday night concert.  

We were carrying a large bag of dog food out of the food bank to take home and bag.  One of 

you donated that bag.  He said, ñLet me carry that for youò.  It saved our backs to have that 

help.  Hu told him the story of the Sadie Memorial.  We found out later that he also has a 

schnauzer-westie.  We, of course, thought that was special, plus he has a wonderful tenor 

voice. 

                                           Love,   Hu, Wendy, Hattie, Muffin and Sadie too!!!                                                           

Sympathies: Margaret Baker, upon the death of her sis-

ter; Ron Calvin, upon the death of his sister, Geraldine 

Berggren;  Ardeena Gillette, Debbie & Danny, upon the 

death of David;  Bob Ingram & the family of Dr. J. 

Christopher Reynolds, upon his death;  Bette May, upon 

the death of her husband, Art; Felicia Smithey, upon the 

death of her husband;  The families of Rev. Clinton 

Rabb (head of the Mission Volunteers of the General 

Board of Global Ministries) & Rev. Sam Dixon 

(executive in charge of UMCOR), upon the death of 

both of them in Haiti; The family of Lt. Eric Shuhan-

dler, upon his death and the families & friends of the 

above. 

Concerns and/or Continued Prayers: Rose Anderson, 

Jack Becker, Nancy Binting, Cathy Bird, Marv Boles, 

Marian Bonestell, Jill Brewer, Betty Brigson, Duane 

Brown, Connie Brownell (Jerry Muratoreôs sister), Ida 

Buckner, Russ Caughey, Chuck Greco, Lorrene Davis, 

Darrell Dinges, Rev. Jim Dinkle, Marietta Doan, Janel 

Downing (Harriette & Jeff Downingôs daughter), 

Rhonda Dropik (Jim & Marcia Ritenourôs daughter), 

Kelly Fans, Audrey Harrington, Rich Hawk (Betty Fen-

skeôs son), Jane Hayes, Pam Hensley, Mary Ann Hicks, 

Harvey Hilliker, Bill Housemann, Neil Houtcooper, 

Glenn Jayne, Ken Jebelien, Mary Lou Johnson, Rev. Dr. 

Jim Jones, Connie & Rick Keeling, Norma Kraninc, 

Gary Krohn, Roger Liebmann, Mary Love Lintoedt, 

Bob Lofgren (Chris Houserôs father), Chris Madding, 

Jim Mann, Beverly Michaelis (Jerri Manbeckôs sister), 

Jane Miller, Lauren Collins-Mitchell, Peggy Morrison, 

Chris Nuss (Kathy & John Nussôs son), Barb Oldham, 

Ron Olson, Anthony Padilla, Bea Parnham, Marilyn 

Pearson, Jim Preidis (Sue Malloyôs son-in-law), Lois 

Poteet (Barb Oldhamôs sister), Thomas Preiss, Darin 

Purcell, Sharon Ragland (Our District Superinten-

dent), Peter Rahaneotis, Laurie Reiter, Lynn Revis, 

Debbie Rycraft (John & Dixie Coulesô daughter), Tho-

mas Self (Marilyn Pearsonôs brother-in-law), Jim Ser-

rine, Jake Shiner, Bill Seivert, Nancy Smith (Robert 

Bakerôs daughter), Carol Somerville (Mary Catherine 

Myers sister-in-law), Barry Sparks, Chuck Stock (Pat 

& Judy Campbellôs brother-in-law), Jack Thornburn 

(Freda Moffittôs brother), Maynard Tweed, Charlene 

Van Slooten, Gene Wagner (Larry Wagnerôs brother), 

Betty Wilcox (Bob Bonestellôs sister), Doug Wilder 

(Joan Wilder-Siersmaôs father), Paula Wirth, Karen 

Yurchak and PRAYERS for the families 

(CAREGIVERS) of the above. PRAYERS for the 

folks in Haiti who have lost loved ones, been injured, 

lost homes & prayers for those who are sending funds, 

food/supplies & are volunteering in Haiti. PRAYERS 

for requests in the ñCONFIDENTIAL PRAYERò 

boxes & UNSPOKEN REQUESTS.  Also, those 

FOOD BANK CLIENTS who have requested prayer.  

PRAYERS for our MILITARY personnel and their 

families & those who are in NEED OF EMPLOY-

MENT. 


