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From The Pastor:  
 

ñMotherôs Billò 
 

A mother found under her plate one 
morning at breakfast a bill made out by 
her small son, Bradley, age seven. 

Mother owes Bradley: for running errands, 50 
cents; for being good, 10 cents; for taking music 
lessons, 30 cents; for extras, 10 cents. Total, 
one dollar. 

Mother smiled but made no comment. At 
lunch Bradley found the bill under his plate with 
one dollar and another piece of paper neatly 
folded like the first. Opening it he read: Bradley 
owes Mother: for nursing him through illness, 
nothing; for being good to him, nothing; for 
clothes, shoes and playthings, nothing; for his 
playroom, nothing; for his meals, nothing. Total, 
nothing. 

Most of us would agree that we owe much to 
our mothers.  They were taxi drivers, cooks, mo-
tivators, disciplinarians, salary earners, friends, 
listeners and so much more.  I think if the bills 

 

were totaled for what I was given by my 
mother, I would still be paying on my debt.  
But I know my mother would say you owe 
nothing.  However, I think she would encour-
age me to pass it on.  To share what she has 
given to me with others.   
On Motherôs Day in worship we will cele-

brate mothers and the many roles they fill.  
We invite all women of the church to wear 
hats as a symbol of all the activities we fre-
quently are involved in.  We might even call 
Motherôs Day this yearéHat Day.  And if you 
would like to wear red then we will also be re-
minded that Motherôs Day this year is also 
Pentecost Sunday. 

 

   
Grace and Peace,  

 

NEW TREES IN SOUTH 

PARKING LOT  

 

We would like to thank  Tom 

McDonald of Smiling Dog Land-

scaping Service for replacing the 

three dead trees in our South Parking 

Lot.  This contribution is very much 

appreciated! 

SERMON CD PRICE INCREASE 

 

The price for sermon media (CDs) has 

remained at $2 each for the last ten 

years.  Since then, prices have increased for CDs, 

jewel cases, label printing, recording and duplicating.  

For this reason, the price for sermon CDs will increase 

to $4 each and $6 (up from $5) if mailed, beginning 

June 1. 
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FORWARD BY FAITH  
By Grover Wallace 

 

ñJesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings 

were put and watched the crowd putting their money 

into the temple treasury.  Many rich people threw in 

large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two 

very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a 

penny. 

 Calling his Disciples to Him, Jesus said, ñI tell you 

the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treas-

ury than all the others.  They all gave out of their 

wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everythingð

all she had to live on.ò 
Mark 12:41-44 (NIV) 

 

 In Luke 21:1-4, Luke gives his account of the 

widow giving all she had, which is very similar to 

the incident Mark describes above. 

 The story of the poor widow is a prime example of 

equality in giving, or ñequal sacrificeò which has 

been the motto of our two previous three-year cam-

paigns to raise money to build our beautiful sanctu-

ary that we enjoy for worship today.  As we continue 

to strive to meet our mortgage commitment, we also 

have a goal to pay off our remaining mortgage obli-

gation of $3,500,050.00 by the end of 2016 and save 

$683,520.00 in interest on our current debt. 

 As we look back, the congregation of Gold Can-

yon United Methodist Church decided in 2001 to 

build our new sanctuary and we embarked on our 

first fund raising campaign, ñBuilding in Faith,ò in 

March, 2002.  Through our first three-year cam-

paign, we raised more than our $6,800,000.00 goal.  

This allowed us to qualify for a construction loan 

and to commence building the new sanctuary.  In 

March, 2005 we started our second three-year cam-

paign, ñThe Spirit is Building,ò and you contributed 

more than $1,400,000.00 that allowed us to com-

plete our new sanctuary and begin paying off our 

mortgage. 

 You may recall that on Easter Sunday, 2004 we 

celebrated our Sunrise Service in a massive hole in 

the ground surrounded by bare block walls, con-

struction equipment, beautiful white clouds and 

the magnificent beauty of the Superstition Moun-

tains.  If I recall correctly, we had to obtain a spe-

cial permint to conduct our 2004 Easter Service in 

ñthe hole in the ground.ò 

 On December 24, 2004 we officially opened our 

new and lovely sanctuary, celebrating our first 

Christmas Eve services in our new building.  Per-

sonally, I will never forget that Christmas Eve ser-

vice as all of our children, their spouses and all our 

grandchildren were visiting and had the opportu-

nity to share in a lovely and impressive celebration 

of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 All of these lovely events were made possible by 

the Grace of God and your sacrifice in contributing 

to our ñBuilding in Faithò and ñThe Spirit is Build-

ingò campaigns. 

 Now we have embarked on  a new ñForward by 

Faithò campaign, which we hope will be a success 

so that we will be in a position to pay off our mort-

gage commitment by the end of 2016. 

 To reach our goal, we need contributions to our 

building fund to average approximately 

$41,677.00 per month, or $500,000.00 a year. 

 Our congregation has met every challenge we 

have faced in the past, and I am confident that we, 

together, will meet the challenge to pay off our 

mortgage commitment by the end of 2016.  As in 

the past, it is not equal giving, but equal sacrifice. 

 ñBut as you excel in everythingðin faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and 

in your love for usðsee that you also excel in this 

grace of giving.ò 
II Corinthians 8:7 (NIV) 

 During March, the first month of our new stew-

ardship year, you contributed $41,912.00 to our 

ñForward by Faithò Campaign which exceeded our 

objective of approximately $41,700.00 by a little 

more than $200.00.  If we can average the same 

amount for the next 11 months, we will achieve 

our goal of $500,000.00 for the year.   

 May God Bless you for helping our church to 

meet our challenge for March, 2008 
 

Let No Debt Remain Outstanding Except 

the Continuing Debt to Love One Another 
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 The ñChurch Lady?ò  Hardly!  Women and the UMC 
From your local representative for the Commission on the Status and Role of Women, Suzanne Jacobson.  COSROW aims 

to ensure that the church benefits from the wisdom, life experience, and perspectives of women. 

Who We Worship With:  Making New Friends 

We at GCUMC are blessed to have so many wonderful and talented people joining together in worship.  There are so 

many of us, itôs difficult to get to know one another.  This month, we would like to begin introducing you to interesting peo-

ple you just might sit next to some Sunday. While it will be impossible to introduce everyone in such a large congregation, 

we thought it would be fun to try!  If you know of someone youôd like to see profiled in the RoadRunner, please contact 

Suzanne in the church office at 480-982-3776 for guidelines. 
 

 Mary Elizabeth Anderson, a winter resident of Montessa in Gold Canyon, lives during the summer 

months in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Mary Elizabeth, a former elementary school teacher, is a professional 

freelance writer, specializing in writing books for children.  She has worked most of her life with chil-

dren, as a Sunday and Bible school teacher, volunteer tutor, 4H leader and Girl Scout leader.  Her sto-

ries and articles have appeared in more than 100 publications for adults and children. 

 Her first book, ñLink Across America:  A Story of the Historic Lincoln Highway,ò received the 

ñAuthors Awardò from the Antique Automobile Club of America. Her ñTaking Cerebral Palsy to 

School,ò part of the ñSpecial Books for Special Kidsò series appears in most school libraries. Other 

titles include: ñEver Wonder What to Do:  A Book of Manners,ò shows children how to deal with eve-

ryday issues.  ñItôs Me Again, God,ò a book of fictional stories for middle school readers helps children explore the emo-

tional aspects of growing up.  ñGracie Gannon:  Middle School Zero,ò her latest book, and first novel for middle grade 

readers, concerns bullying, belonging and dealing with insecurities. Her books are available at most book stores, or can be 

purchased through her website at:  www.meanderson.com. Two of these titles have been donated to the church library. 

 Four additional books will be released within the next two years.  The three-part preschool series, ñWilliamôs World,ò 

will be published by Abingdon Publishing House, and ñWhy Did they Build A Fence?ò by Blessing Our World. 

 Mary Elizabeth is a 50 year member of the United Methodist Church.  In Lincoln, Nebraska, she attends St. Paulôs 

United Methodist Church, and while living in Montessa, Mary and her husband, Don, attend Gold Canyon United Method-

ist Church.  Mary is a Stephen Minister. 

 Mary teaches ñFreelance Writing for Profit & Pleasureò seminars at community colleges throughout Nebraska.  She is 

available to speak about her books. 

Grace Murray and John Wesley 

A Love Story 
Grace Murray was one of the early leaders of the Meth-

odist movement.  In J.B. Wakeleyôs 1869 book entitled  

Anecdotes of the Wesleys:  Illustrative of their Charac-

ter and Personal History he called her ñone of John 

Wesleyôs spiritual children.ò  According to Wakeley, 

this young widow had a superior education.  Mr. 

Wesley recognized her potential in leadership, and ap-

pointed her as the matron of the Orphan House at New-

castle-upon-Tyne.  She was also an active caregiver to 

the sick, a calling that Grace herself considered ñmy 

pleasant work.ò  Later, she traveled as an itinerant into 

the northern counties in order to meet with the Method-

ist womenôs classes.  Ruth Daugherty writes in John 

Wesley:  Holiness of Heart and Life that Wesley com-

mended her work, stating that ñI saw the work of God 

proper in her hands.  She was to me both a servant and 

friend, as well as a fellow-laborer in the Gospel.ò 

     Wakeley wrote that John Wesley and Grace were in 

love and engaged to be married.  However, both 

Charles Wesley and George Whitefield opposed 

Johnôs marrying at all.  Through their efforts, appar-

ently, Grace was persuaded to marry John Bennet, 

an early Methodist preacher who she had once 

nursed back to health.  John Bennett had become a 

Calvinist, thus separating Grace and John Wesley 

until she called upon him to visit after her husbandôs 

death.  Wakeleyôs opinion was that Johnôs brother 

Charles and Mr. Whitefield convinced Grace that if 

she married him, John would lose his effectiveness 

in the itinerancy. 

     In one of John Wesleyôs letters, written just after 

Graceôs marriage, he wrote, ñThe fatal, irrecoverable 

stroke was struck on Thursday last.  Yesterday I saw 

my friend that was, and him to whom she is sacri-

ficed.ò 

   Grace Murray was one of the many women who 

were instrumental in spreading the Gospel through 

the Methodist movement.  One cannot help but con-

sider what wonders might have occurred if only she 

and John Wesley had been allowed to marry. 



 VOLUNTEERS DO   MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 By  Jane Hayes, Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteers of the 
Month  

For April  
Jeff  Hayes 

Harriette Downing 
Pete Johnson 

Beth Steinberg 
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Summer Hours coming soon! 
 
Everyone enjoys a vacation, even our hard- working VOL-
UNTEERS!  However, our  church has  
WEEKLY TASKS that must be completed. 
 
How Can I Help? 
 Become a GCUMC volunteer. Do you  want to volunteer 
once a week for an hour or two?  Alternate weeks?  Once a 
month?  Or every so  often?  Substitute?  
 Call and leave a message for Jane Hayes at 982- 3776.  
\Ĉ¡ £¢ ­ t ¤{£¢x vt   t«t­A 
 
We will find a place you can work and enjoy.  
 
Top Reasons to Volunteer  
 1.  When you stay home you get  
too many telemarketing calls.  
 2.  Your family could use a break  
away from you.  
 3.  You might need help yourself  
some day.  
 4.   The car needs a workout.  
 5.  Your mom would be proud of you.  
 

**To begin, circle one or more of these 

options and place the form in the collec-

tion plate on Sunday, or drop by the of-

fice. Thanks! 

1. Custodial Assistant 

2. Information   Table 

3. Office Assistant 

4.  Hospitality Team 

5. Cookies for Sunday 

6.  Greeter 

7.  Funeral Dishes 

8.  Newsletter Assistant 

 9. Vacation Bible School 

--------------------------------------------- 

Name________________________ 

 

Phone________________________ 

Vacation Bible School Needs ï This yearôs 

vacation bible school theme is ñBeach Party ï 

Surfinô Through the Scripturesò.  To make 

this a memorable experience for all of the kids 

and those involved, some props would add 

wonderfully to this theme.  The props that are 

needed are:  crab baskets, surf boards, boogie 

boards, life preservers and fishing nets.  If you 

would be able to loan any of these items to the 

church during the week of June 16th, please 

contact David Ballard. 

Living WaterVBS  ï Can you help?  Our 

daughter church in Gilbert would like to 

offer VBS for that community June 2nd ï 

5th (only four days) from 9:30 ï Noon on 

those days.  Katharine Keller is looking for 

anyone interested in helping in ANY aspect 

of Vacation Bible School.  If you can help, 

please contact her as soon as possible at 

888-5411.  Thank you! 



 

 

March  
                                    2006                              2007                                    2008                        2007            2008 

 Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Worship 
All 

Worship  
All 

1st  $23374 $15662 $24544 $16699 $28829 $16004 1500 1551 

2nd $15335 $13891 $16916 $4252 $18084 $7688 1523 1732 

3rd $14814 $6468 $15927 $6398 $18841 $7284 1643 1740 

4th $12573 $5991 $12378 $5106 $22756 $5395 1311 2240 

5th _____ ______ ______ ______ $12248 $5541 _____ 1466 

Total  $66096 $42012 $69765 $32455 $100758 $41912 5977 8729 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Letters  
 
 

The Beatty Family wishes 

to thank all who made Bobôs memorial 

service so wonderful.  We especially 

want to thank the choir for their contri-

bution of time and talent.  The music 

was so much appreciated.  Thank you 

Doug, Linda and Nancy.  Rev. 

Steinberg did a great job meeting with 

our four sons to plan the eulogy and 

service.  Hu and Wendy were there to 

assist in many ways and were so help-

ful. 
 

We also want to say ñThank  you!ò to 

all those who brought cookies and 

worked at the reception after the ser-

vice.  The cards and gifts of food 

warmed our hearts.  Thank you all. 

For if the eagerness is there, 
the gift is acceptable according to 
what one hasñnot according to 
what one does not have. 

    2 Corinthians 8:12 

New Members 

Albert (Bob) Holst 

Michelle Shaw 

Barb & Norm Wilke  

Brad Daniels, spouse of 

Jan Daniels (pictured on 

right), who has been a 

member of GCUC since 

March 10, 2002 

Please welcome our new GCUMC Family 

members, who joined the church on March 

13, 2008.  Look for them on a Sunday, and 

give them a warm ñwelcome to the family!ò  
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Christian Educationé 
With David Ballard 

ñOur mission is to bring the love of Christ and His teachings to learners of all ages on their spiritual journey, that they 

be transformed and thus positively affect our local and global communities.ò 

VBS Beach Party Fun ï KIDS:  

How do you ñsurfò through the 

scriptures?  Who is this ñflameò 

the flamingo I keep hearing 

about?  Mark your calendars for 

June 16 ï 20 and come to Vacation Bible School 

to find out.  Do you like to make crafts?  Do you 

like music?  Do you want to scavenger hunt in 

sand to find scriptures?  Come to VBS!  VBS 

hours will be from 9:30 to 12:30 June 16thð

20th.  The cost is only $10.  Contact David Bal-

lard and sign up. 

KIDS and YOUTH!!!  ï 

Mingus Mountain Camp is 

offering  several different 

camp themes this summer to 

accommodate different age levels.  Please 

contact David Ballard to obtain a brochure on 

all of the camp dates and their offerings.  

Y o u  m a y  a l s o  v i s i t 

www.desertsouthwestconference.org/camps 

and view their camp offerings. 

The following poem was written by Ellis Falk for the Chil-

drenôs Sermon on Sunday, April 13 during the 9:45 and 10:50 

am services.  Not only did ye have the full attention of the 

children, but the entire congregation was attentive as he read 

it to the children.  Many people felt that it should be published 

in the Roadrunner.  Iôm sure you will all be impressed by this 

writing by Ellis as he prepared for the Childrenôs Sermon. 
 

A Child Talking with God  
 

Hello God, how you been? 

Itôs good to talk with you again 

I really love those bible stories, I think theyôre cool 

Healing the blind, the lame and the person by the pool 
 

I wonder, did Jesus have a pet é a goat, dog or cat 

Did he play hide and seek, or with a ball and bat 

Where did he go to school...how far did he walk 

When I see Jesus we will have a long long talk 
 

I sometimes wish that I had been there 

To walk and play with Jesus and touch His hair 

But I feel  You near as I bow my head 

And I think of all that Jesus said, 
 

ñCome follow meò I can hear Him call 

Yes, Iôll follow You, even though Iôm small 

I donôt have much, oh God, You know 

But here is my life, Bless it God and help me grow. 
 

And when Iôm big, a Christian Iôll be 

I love You, God, and I know that You love me 

Thanks for listening God, itôs just been great 

Oh, my mother calls, letôs talk again, I can hardly wait. 
 

© 4/13/08 Ellis Falk 

Please join together  
after the 9:30 and 10:50 
services for refresh-
ments and fellowship.  

Make a new friend 
every Sunday!  We 

dare ya! 


