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From the Pastor:  
 

 ñRisks & Rewards of 
Servingò  

 

I am a privileged pastor and hus-

band.  I have been blessed with a 

wife who is supportive and will-

ing to jump into church work to 

serve others.  She is willing to 

sleep on school classroom floors in order to work side 

by side with the youth as they repair homes.  She is will-

ing to put up with considerable discomfort in order to 

help others.  Every year she travels with the youth group 

on their service project.  This month let Beth tell you 

how serving has affected her. Beth writesé.. 

Itôs coming up to that time of year again when I 

look forward with trepidation, a little fear, excitement 

and hope for the youth mission trip!  I never know what 

kind of work we will be doing which is scary for me, be-

cause I am the biggest klutz.  I have slipped and fallen 

on a roof while putting tar paper down, almost sawed 

part of my shoe off and sat down on a cement block 

which tipped over so that I fell flat on my back.  I also 

wonder each year what the youth will be like that are 

assigned to my work crew.  Sometimes we really click as 

a group, and sometimes we donôt.  When we donôt, I 

pray a lot (especially that the week will pass very 

quickly). 

        Last year, I had the privilege of working with 

youth from our own church.  It was a great experience 

for me to really get to know our own kids and form a 

bond with them.  At times, they made me laugh until I 

cried.  During the week, I learned for the very first time 

how to bowl with some senior citizens at a retirement 

center as we played on a ñWiiò video game system.  It 

was humiliating to be beaten by these dear sweet 

ñgrandmas,ò but competing with them was a real 

hoot! 

           One of the most memorable experiences from 

last yearôs trip was a worship service on our last night 

there.  We, the adults were given the opportunity to 

wash the feet of the youth from our church, and then 

we prayed for each one of these teenagers.  It was a 

very humbling experience and a profoundly emotional 

evening.  I was filled with such incredible love for all 

of those teens and felt the Holy Spirit so strongly that 

night in that place. 

          I am so thankful for these young people and the 

adult chaperones who give up 10 days of their vaca-

tion or take time off from their jobs each summer to go 

help others less fortunate.  They are not paid to do this 

work.  In fact, each youth has to pay $100 to go on the 

trip (the total cost for each person is $400.00). The 

remainder of the funds are raised by donations and 

fundraisers.  So I want to say a HUGE thank-you for 

all of you that have become shareholders and given 

these youth and adults the opportunity to be a part of 

something so special.  We are still raising money for 

this summerôs mission trip to New Mexico so if you 

would like to help out, we will GLADLY accept any 

donations!  

   With deepest gratitude and much love, 

          Beth Steinberg 

 

 



 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

AN ADVENTURE OF FAITH  
By Grover Wallace 

 

ñ...I was a stranger and you invited me inéò 

                                       

                                                         Matthew 25:35 (NIV) 

 

   On Sunday, March 29 at the 9:30 am service, Pastor 

Fred introduced the Rev. Dr. Tom Forgrave to our con-

gregation. Rev. Forgrave, a retired minister and winter 

resident from Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, had requested 

an opportunity to speak briefly to our congregation. In his 

remarks, Rev. Forgrave expressed his appreciation for 

our congregationôs friendly acceptance, warmth, love, 

and kindness on behalf of all the winter residents that 

attend Gold Canyon United Methodist Church and be-

come an active part of our church family during the win-

ter months. 

   After the service I had an opportunity to meet Rev. For-

grave briefly in the narthex and express appreciation for 

his kind and thoughtful remarks concerning the congrega-

tion and activities of GCUMC. I hope others in the con-

gregation had the same opportunity. We should all be 

proud and thankful for the kind words from Rev. For-

grave. 

   Local permanent residents call them snowbirds, snow 

bunnies, winter visitors or winter residents and, on occa-

sion, some unkind remarks are made about people that 

come to our area to live during the cold winter months up 

north and other parts of the U.S. and Canada. I prefer to 

call this group ñwinter residentsò. Why? Because thatôs 

exactly what they are - residents of our community for 4-

6 months of the year. Many winter residents own homes 

and other properties and pay property taxes on an annual 

basis just like permanent residents. By paying taxes, lot 

rent for RVs, purchases of goods and services, and con-

tributing time, talents, and money to local organizations, 

winter residents contribute much to our area and the Ari-

zona economy. 

   Where do our winter residents come from? They come 

from almost every state of the union and provinces in 

Canada. How do we know where their permanent resi-

dences are located? During the summer months our 

church mails more than 400 copies of the 

ñRoadrunnerò, our monthly newsletter, to out of state 

and Canadian addresses. Many winter residents are 

members of other faiths but choose to attend GCUMC 

during their stay in Arizona. This year we had a winter 

resident from Idaho who recently became a permanent 

resident of Gold Canyon and a member of our church. 

Mary Ann Warren was our former director of music 

ministries and a very active member in our church ac-

tivities. You know, some of our permanent residents 

and members choose to relocate to other areas during 

the months when the temperatures here are 110° or 

above. Wonder if they are called ñheat bunniesò by the 

local residents up north? 

   First and foremost, our winter residents deserve our 

friendship, love and respect because they are Christians 

who choose to attend Gold Canyon Methodist Church 

to worship God. How do you think winter residents 

participate in the activities of GCUMC? 

ð-We have a few retired ministers who attend our ser-

vices during the winter months. As you are aware, they 

are willing to preach from the pulpit when Pastor Fred 

is absent. We have a retired minister, Fay Quanstrom, 

who conducted the Lenten Devotions during the recent 

Lenten period. 

ð-Some serve on permanent committees  like the ad-

ministrative council, permanent endowment committee, 

staff parish relations and other committees. 

ð-Winter residents make monetary contributions to 

our church General Budget, Building Fund as well as 

the Food Bank and Christmas program to feed and pro-

vide gifts for those in need. 

ð-Winter residents can also be found participating in 

the Chancel Choir and other music ministries, Bible 

study classes, worship activities, Sunday School, 

United Methodist Women, Youth Group, education 

programs, feeding the homeless, Food Bank, Nogales 

clinic program, ñRoadrunnerò, Sidewalk Sunday 

School, and just about every other activity at GCUMC. 

   We are grateful to our winter residents for their active 

role at Gold Canyon United Methodist Church. May 

Gold bless you and watch over you during the summer 

months and may He grant you a safe return to our com-

munity in the Fall 

   Thanks to Rev. Dr. Tom Forgrave for his kind com-

ments. 

 

   ***************************************  

 

     During the month of March, 2009, the first month of 

our stewardship year, your contributions to our Build-



 

 

January                      2007                                  2008                                    2009                       2008           2009 

 Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Worship 
All 

Worship  
All 

1st  $24544 $16699 $28829 $16004 $30791 $13664 1551 1788 

2nd $16916 $4252 $18084 $7688 $19197 $4972 1732 1883 

3rd $15927 $6398 $18841 $7284 $20763 $6191 1740 1717 

4th  $12378 $5106 $22756 $5395 $16719 $5239 2240 1701 

5th  ______ ______ $12248 $5541 $15707 $8383 1466 1683 

Total  $69765 $32455 $100758 $41912 $103177 $38449 8729 8772 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

 SCRIP Fund 
By Betty Rolley 

  

 

Year-round Residents: Donôt forget we sell Scrip 

throughout the year at the Information Desk in the nar-

thex and in the office. Letôs continue to earn  free 

money all summer long! 

 

ing Fund totaled $38,449.00, which is 7.69% of our target of 

$500,000.00 per year needed to pay off our mortgage early 

and save a substantial amount of interest over the life of the 

loan. 

   As of April 1 pledges to our 2009 General Budget of 

$446,579.00 and 2009 General Building Fund of 

$315,228.00 have been returned. 

   May God bless you for your financial and personal com-

mitment to Gold Canyon United Methodist Church. 

 

ñLet no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt 

to love one anotheréò                          Romans 13:8 (NIV) 

COUNTRY WESTERN NEWS 

Hereôs good news for all you fans of 

the Country Western Service: THE 

MONTHLY POTLUCKS RESUME ON 

APRIL 26th!  

Bring a main dish if possible (we al-

ways need more), or a vegetable, 

salad or dessert. 

The Housers will be providing the music. There will 

be a potluck on the last Sunday of each month 

throughout the summer. Weekly country services 

will run through June, then monthly for July, August 

and September. 

We hope to see you soon, pardner ! 

Bob Deits 

David Ballard 
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1 Mildred Moore 

1 Jacqueline Johnson 

1 Janice Heyse 

1 Jennie Oukada 

1 Adam Kalik 

1 Allison Cantrell 

1 Nathan Cantrell 

2 Victoria Mullins 

2 Kelly Gingrich 

2 Erica Reichert 

3 Virginia Ponder 

3 Don Parker 

3 Renee Gauthier 

4 Ruth Rikli 

4 Ronald Beason 

5 Ione Nelson 

5 Darrell Titus 

5 Debra Ireland 

6 Lois Davis 

6 Roy Pearson 

7 Pat Osbakken 

7 Mary Hollingsworth 

8 Margaret Baker 

8 Alice Myers 

8 Donald DeWinter 

8 Valerie Sheridan 

9 Joyce Shafer 

9 Donna Schiager 

9 Livgard,  Mae 

9 Susan Fitzgerald 

10 Carol Dage 

10 George Schuler 

11 John Henderson 

12 Shirley Matthews 

13 Eleanor Conger 

13 Patricia Renfer 

14 Shirley Taylor 

14 Richard Svoboda 

15 Peggy Dowrick 

15 Joyce Gingrich 

15 Maureen Morton 

16 John Phillips 

16 Lois Gerst 

16 Lorna Hartman 

16 Gerald Tippie 

16 Charlie Olson 

16 Robert Swails 

17 Gary Hunter 

18 Arlene Catt 

18 Laura Dinges 

19 Naomi Kyle 

19 Dylan Kessler 

20 Harvey Holbrook 

20 Marc O'Brien 

20 Joe Guerrero 

21 Barry Peebles 

21 Jerry Hunt 

22 Faye Nord 

23 Bob Crowe 

23 Lynda Kessler 

23 Michael Sheridan, Jr. 

24 Jean Alton 

24 Larry Arehart 

24 Joanne Burris 

24 Margie Bird 

25 Marian Bonestell 

25 Bev Criswell  

25 Allison Elaine Bracht 

26 Jack Berglund 

26 Marilyn Horkey 

26 Chris Houser 

26 Mark Kessler 

28 Judy Ferguson 

28 Roy Pape 

29 Peggy Buck 

29 Mavis Fuher 

29 Patti Girardi 

29 Brett McNamee 

29 Andrea Pape 

30 Violet Reiners 

30 Katie Petticrew 

31 Nina Pennington 

31 Duane Vorseth 

1 Neil & Ann Brogren 

1 Herb & Doris Kingery 

5 Craig & Jill Saathoff 

5 Joyce & Joe Schenck 

8 Bob & Marian Bonestell 

9 Don & Arlene Catt 

9 Jack & Judy Donovan 

10 Pat & Judy Campbell 

14 Gerald & Peggy Tippie 

15 Stan & Retha Oolman 

17 Ron & Linda Borders 

18 Edgar & Linda Newkirk 

18 Lloyd & Vi Potter 

19 Thomas & Mary Lynn Preiss 

20 Wilbur & Marjorie Van Duesseldorp 

21 William & Sandra Butterbrodt 

22 Al & Diane Rasumssen 

23 Doug & Martha Benton 

23 Darrell & Laura Dinges 

27 Marc & Cecilia O'Brien 

30 Charles & Marilyn Jungman 

31 Paul & Delores Cecil 

May Anniversaries 

May Birthdays 



 

 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Christian Educationé 
With ñCoachò Ellis Falk 

ñOur mission is to bring the love of Christ and His teachings to learners of all ages on their spiritual 

journey, that they be transformed and thus positively affect our local and global communities.ò 

 

 NOTICE:  
We need your Email Address! 

Please email it to us at: 
goldcanyonumc@mindspring.com  

 Summer Camps for Boys and Girls at Mingus 

Mountain: Registration and application forms for sum-

mer camps are available in the church office. Camps 

include Rock Camp, grades 4-9 (June 1-6) Elementary 

Camp Grades 3-6 (June 8-13 )with Katherine Keller as 

the camp leader. Camp Narnia for grades 4-7(June 15-

20), Senior High Camp for grades 10-12(June 29-July 

4th),Junior High Camp grades 7-9 (July 6-11) and Su-

per Camp grades 3-9 (July 13-18) Cost for the camp is 

$295 if registration is completed by May 15th and 

$350 thereafter. Some scholarships to camp are avail-

able. For more details contact Ellis Falk at the church 

office. 

 Vacation Bible School: Next  month is the time for 

vacation Bible school. This years theme is CAMP 

EDGE- ñExperience and Discover God Everywhereò. 

But now is the time to prepare and set the times and 

dates firmly in our minds. VBS will begin Monday, 

June 15th and run through Friday June 20th. Our VBS 

will be in the morning only and is open to all children 

of the community and the church from ages 4 and 

older. We can use more youth and adults who are in-

terested in being helpers in VBS this year. During the 

month of May a ñsupplies tree ñwill be in the narthex 

for those who may not be able to physically help but 

would like to share with the supplies, food items and 

the cost of VBS. All gifts will be deeply appreciated 

and put to good use. Thanks for your kind support. 

The cost of this yearôs VBS is $10.00 per child with 

not more than $20.00 for the entire family. A limited 

number of scholarships are available. Check with the 

church office. 

  The 2009 Confirmation Class will be joining the 

Church on Mothers Day, May 10th. The membership 

of the church looks forward to the youth of this class 

joining the church and welcome them into fellowship. 

Let us all pray that God will bless them and make 

them a special blessing to the church.  

 Bikes in good running order needed. In this tough 

economic time there are many persons who are look-

ing for bicycles and other modes of transportation. 

Should you have a bike in good running order which 

could be given to a needy person or family, please 

contact the church and give your name and phone 

number so that arrangements could be made to pick up 

the bike. These bikes will go to the families of the 

Sidewalk Sunday School or the Genesis project and 

any other needy family the church comes in contact 

with. Thanks for your support. 

  Sunday School teachers are needed as full time or 

regular teachers and substitutes. This need is for the 

entire Sunday School as we enter the time of vacations 

and other activities which take the regular teachers 

away from the normal teaching routine. If you could 

help out please call the church office and leave your 

name and phone number. Thank you for your interest 

and support.  

 Promotion Sunday: Along with Pentecost Sunday 

(May 31st), children in the Sunday School who have 

reached the age of promotion will be going through 

the ceremony of being promoted from one class level 

to the next. This is an exciting time in their lives and 

we pray that God will bless each child who is moving 

to their new Sunday School Class. Promotion time 

will take place in the 9:30 and 10:50 worship service.  



 With Heather Rodenborg 

                             Gold Canyon 

Youth Ministries  

Sunday School  9:30 am in the Education Building 

Youth Fellowship 6:30 pm Sundays in the Education Building 

 

 

 On June 11th our church will be sending 25 people to Artesia, New Mexico. There will be 6 adults and 19 sen-

ior high kids. I come to you with a heavy heart at this time and ask for your help. The cost for the mission trip 

alone is $10,000. This cost covers for food, building supplies, housing and programming during the week. Cur-

rently we are short by $5,500. Please consider becoming a shareholder for the mission trip. We are also looking 

for donations of tools or gift cards to Home Depot or Lowes. Our project this summer will involve home remod-

eling and building. Please check the Sunday morning bulletin for a list of needed items. 

 I would like you to visualize something. Picture your home and what it would be like with no recent mainte-

nance, paint peeling, windows broken, and stairs broken. Now, picture yourself in a wheelchair or another fam-

ily member in a wheelchair with no wheelchair ramp on your house. These are the people in Artesia, New Mex-

ico. They need hope that someone cares about them. They need help from someone that is willing to help. Now 

picture 400 people coming to the rescue. This is what happens during a work camp. People from all over the US 

come together to bring hope and help to those in need. Windows are repaired, stairs are built, wheelchair ramps 

are added to their 

home, and the word of 

God is brought like a 

light into a very dark 

place. Help be that 

light, help bring that 

hope, and help change 

the world.  

 

GRADUATES! 

We need your information!  Where 

are you graduating from?  Where are 

you going after high school (or col-

lege)?  What are your dreams and 

aspirations?  Send us your informa-

tion and a digital photo to Heather at 

gcumcyouth@earthlink.net before 

May 10th. 


