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From The Pastor:  

 
ñI Have a Friend Whoéò 
 
Many of us know people who donôt 

know much about Jesus, Christianity, 

the Bible or the Church. From these 

people I have often heard surprising statements or questions 

about spiritual topics. I remember once my Aunt Norma 

said, ñall religions are the sameò. If that was true then why 

did I take several World Religion classes to learn about 

their differences? I have heard people describe the Chris-

tian Church as a ñsocial club.ò Is that all we are about?  

They thought so. I have listened to people declare, ñJesus 

was a mythical character who didnôt really walk the earth.  

He was just a creation of imaginationò. 

 

   What questions and comments have you heard?  Did they 

surprise you? Are they questions you also have? I need 

your help. I know some of you would like to tell your pas-

tor what to do, so now is your chance.  

 

   What are your non-Christian friends saying or thinking 

about the Christian faith? I plan on creating a sermon series 

which will deal with the most popular questions and state-

ments that our friends have made about Christianity. Then 

we will dig up the real information on the subject.  This 

series entitled ñI Have a Friend Whoéò would also be the 

perfect time to invite those who have questions about the 

Christian faith to attend. 

 

 So complete the phrase below and cut it out and either 

mail it to me, drop it in the offering plate, or email it to me 

at revstein78@gmail.com.  See you on Sunday. 

 

I have a friend whoé 

 
Grace and peace, 

ñRethink Churchò 

 Message Series 
 

Presented From: Oct 25, 2009   

To: Nov. 29, 2009 

 
Jesus founded the Church to carry on his mission; 

to serve as his hands and voice in the world.  He 

loved broken and lost people.  He offered healing 

and hope and forgiveness.  He proclaimed good 

news of a God who loved prodigal children.   

 

Recent national surveys of young adults reveal a 

great interest in Jesus, but an antipathy to the 

church.  As one author has put it, "They like Jesus, 

but not the church."  Perhaps this is why, accord-

ing to one recent poll, only 30% of Americans are 

in worship on a given weekend.   

 

Perhaps it's time to Rethink Church. This five-

week series will challenge us to understand and 

reclaim Jesus' vision for the church; understand 

why the church matters to God; and seek to be-

come the church Jesus intended. 

 

mailto:revstein78@gmail.com
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AN ADVENTURE OF FAITH  
By Grover Wallace 

Last month we discussed the many promises Our God has 

made to believers and the promises Jesus made during 

His short life upon this earth. His teachings, His miracles, 

His healing of the sick, are a marvelous story of how 

faith in our Savior will bring good things to Christians. 

However, of all the promises, He did not promise any of 

us that our life would be without problems, illnesses or 

temptations that would test our faith. We closed our arti-

cle with a question ñDo you have the faith to stand on His 

promisesò? 

 

Jesus said to His disciples ñ...if your brother sins, rebuke 

him, and if he repents, forgive him. If he sins against you 

seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you 

and says, I repent, forgive him.ò His apostles said to the 

Lord ñincrease our faithò. He replied, ñIf you have faith 

as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry 

tree, be uprooted and planted in the sea, and it will obey 

you.ò 

Luke 17:1-6 (NIV) 

 

ñHe got up, rebuked the winds and said, ñQuiet! Be 

still!ò When the winds died down and it was completely 

calm He said to His disciples, ñWhy are you so afraid? 

Do you still have no faith?ò 

Mark 4:39-40 (NIV) 

 

Throughout the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John), Jesus healed many people, raised the dead, per-

formed many miracles, taught about the kingdom of God, 

and taught by parables. Through these actions, He 

showed the true ingredients of faith. He showed believers 

that the way to enter Godôs kingdom is by faith and be-

lieving that Christ will forgive our sins. Reading and 

studying the Gospels will show how faith leads to eternal 

life in the kingdom. 

 

Jesus said if we have faith as small as a mustard seed we 

can move mountains. We should look at our lives and 

ask, ñHow much faith do I have in God?ò 

 

 I think I have faith in Him. I know that I have enough 

faith that God has answered many of my prayers. Some 

He has not answered, but I donôt think it comes from a 

lack of faith. He has not answered some of my prayers 

because the time is not right. Sometimes I believe that I 

have asked for things He knows I do not need or it is not 

in the plan God has for my life. I have lost friends and fam-

ily (including parents and my only brother and sister). I have 

always prayed to God to heal them, but these prayers were 

not answered. However, after each of their deaths, I realized 

that He had relieved each one of pain and suffering; that He 

had called them to join in the kingdom He has prepared for 

them because they had faith.  

 

All Christians feel that we have deep faith in our Father. I 

feel I have deep faith in God, but my faith is smaller than the 

mustard seed because I canôt heal the sick. But I can help 

comfort one who is ill. Thatôs just one of the many things I 

can do with my faith and His guidance. My faith is also a 

comfort to me that guides me in my service to God and oth-

ers. By standing on His promises, our faith will certainly 

grow! 

 

************************************************  

 

During the month of September our congregation contrib-

uted $27,555, which brings total contributions for the first 

seven months to $206,007 or about 41% of our goal for the 

giving year (March 1, 2009-Feb.1, 2010). In three months of 

the current giving year, our monthly contributions to the 

ñAn Adventure of Faithò (building fund) have been less than 

our required mortgage payment of approximately $28,360. 

Thanks to the other four months, our average contribution 

for the first seven months has been $29,430 or only about 

$1,070 more per month than our required mortgage pay-

ment. As you can quickly determine, our September contri-

butions were more than $1,800 less than our mortgage. Had 

we failed to negotiate a new mortgage rate last year, the 

seven month giving average would be about $5,000 less than 

required. 

 

The current situation could well be a test of our faith, but we 

should all have faith that economic conditions will improve 

and we will be able to meet our goal. 

 

ñLet no debt remain outstanding except the debt to love one 

another.ò 

Romans 13:8 (NIV) 

Are you just returning from your ñsummer 

place?ò  Please contact the office and give us 

your new address right away! 



 

 

Sept.                          2007                                  2008                                    2009                       2008           2009 

 Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Worship 
All 

Worship  
All 

1st  $13307 $9370 $16121 $10442 $17189 $10860 497 490 

2nd 10973 5115 8341 2857 12654 9683 567 506 

3rd 8583 4365 7752 4490 7567 4302 529 519 

4th  8533 4006 7364 6248 9403 2710 851 631 

5th  8992 4028 ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð 

Total  50388 26884 39577 24037 46813 27555 2444 2146 
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Please continue to recharge and use your Bashasô Commu-

nity Support Cards and Fryôs Gift Cards while shopping at 

these grocery chains. It doesnôt cost you anything extra to 

use them (you still get the sale prices) and it benefits the 

church bus fund. Since Iôll be back from vacation in Novem-

ber, stop by the Information Desk and see me if you need a 

new card. 

Betty Rolley 

DONATIONS AND ATTENDANCE 

Thanks to our wonderful church family at Gold Canyon 

United Methodist Church for your prayers and concern 

during Martha's mother, Willie Stowe's, hospitalization 

and death.  Our entire family is very appreciative of all 

your cards and prayers.  We really felt your love and the 

presence of our Lord.  Again, THANK YOU! 

Martha & Doug Benton and family 

 

Thanks, Jane, for the beautiful flowers you gave in my 

honor on October 11. They were very much appreciated, 

but you have many volunteers that are more deserving 

(including yourself) for their service to God and others. I 

decided to pass them on to someone in our congregation 

in a long-term care facility, so you made two people 

smile that day. 

Thanks so much, 

Grover Wallace 

Bashasô Shoppers: Donôt forget that you have to give the 

cashier your church identification number anew each  sea-

son (Sept. 1-April 30) to be attached to your Thank You 

card. This earns the church an additional 1% at no cost to 

you. Please do this the next time you shop. Our number is 

23886. 

Please welcome the following New 

Members who joined our church 

family on September 27, 2009: 

Diane and Richard Lockwood. 

 

And Nancy & Tom Jonovich, who 

joined on October 11, 2009. 
 

Veteranôs Day 

 

Donôt forget our Annual Celebration of Veterans on 

Sunday, November 8th at 3:00 pm. 

 

And on November 11, remember to pray for and thank 

our Military Personnel and their families. 

Be sure to check the back of your calendar page for a 

revised Musical Performance Schedule. An event has 

been added on Jan. 22, 2010. 
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Christian Educationé 
With ñCoachò Ellis Falk 

ñOur mission is to bring the love of Christ and His teachings to learners of all ages on their spiritual 

journey, that they be transformed and thus positively affect our local and global communities.ò 

 

 

 
Parents of Adult Children (PAC). If you find your-

self distressed, disappointed, or dismayed by the situa-

tions and decisions of your adult children, consider at-

tending the new Christian Education series just for you. 

The PAC round tables led by Rev. Fay and Wally 

Quanstrom will offer encouragement, perspective and 

support in five sessions of Bible study discussion and 

prayer beginning  Tuesday, November 3rd. The topics 

for each of the weeks are Discernment, Blessing, 

Boundaries, Meaning and Healing. Each session will 

begin with a light supper at 6:30 pm in the Educational 

Building. All parents of adult children are invited to 

this time of fellowship, sharing and learning. The series 

will start Tuesday November 3rd and will conclude on 

Tuesday December 1st.  

 

Advent Begins Sunday, Nov. 29th: If your family or 

group would like to light the Advent candles this year 

please sign up in the Narthex at the information booth. 

A different candle will be lit in each of the Sundays of 

the Advent Season representing Hope, Peace, Joy and 

Love, with the final candle being lit in each of the 

Christmas Eve services on December 24th. During Ad-

vent you will be able to follow with a devotional calen-

dar and a devotional booklet. The devotional booklet 

has a collection of thoughts by the renowned Christian 

writer, C.S.Lewis. You may pick-up your advent mate-

rial at a table in the narthex.  

 

 The Disciple Study Program: While the 34 week 

classes are well under way with over 40 students, there 

are two new sessions of 16 weeks starting very soon. 

Both Disciple I and Disciple II are now registering 

folks who would like to study over the shorter period of 

16 weeks and extend the class for a two year period. If 

this has appeal to you please sign-up by writing your 

name on the interest sheet in the narthex.  The Disciple 

I will begin the second week in December and con-

clude in the month of April. Thomas and Shirley 

Feather are teaching Disciple I and Betty Hetherington 

will be facilitating Disciple II.  

 

Sidewalk Sunday School (Faith and Fun Zone) is a 

ministry that is very dependent upon dedicated work-

ers. This ñfun and faith ministryò is always looking for 

persons who want to make a spiritual impact upon the 

lives of the children by helping as a shepherd, the giv-

ing of money, or providing snacks. We need qualified 

drivers both for the truck and the bus, safety personnel 

for the playground and game leaders. The Fun and 

Faith Zone program meets at Desert Chapel in A.J. and 

the times are 10 am till noon each Saturday. God will 

bless you for your involvement. Please continue to be 

much in prayer that God will continue to bless this very 

unusual type of ministry. NEWS FLASH:  We held our 

first session on October 17 and 48 students and 24 

shepherds attended! New location, new leaders, new 

program - THANK GOD!  

********************************************  

FREE  - ESTATE PLANNING SEMINARS ï FREE 

NOVEMBER 10TH @ 3:00 p.m.    

In the Music Room or      

NOVEMBER 24TH @ 7:00 p.m. 

in the Koinonia Room 
 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend one of the two 

Estate Planning Seminars sponsored by the Gold Can-

yon United Methodist Church Permanent Endowment 

Fund Committee.  The Seminars will be led by our 

own Michael Sheridan, Esq. There will be no solicita-

tions. Learn about tax laws and how they affect your 

estate plan --- how to avoid the costs and delays of 

probate --- the basics about Last Wills and Living 

Trusts --- and much more.  Each seminar will be ap-

proximately 90 minutes.  See you there! 

 

 

Remember to thank 

God for all His many 

blessings 



 

 With Heather Rodenborg 
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Youth Ministries  

Sunday School  9:30 am in the Education Building 

Youth Fellowship 6:30 pm Sundays in the Education Building 

Life Hurts, God Heals 
Within the next month I will be launching a new 

support group for youth. This group will be for 

anyone dealing with addictions, abuse, suicide, 

cutting, etc. If you know of a youth in this situa-

tion, please let them know about the upcoming 

support group. More information is to come. In the 

mean time, please pray for these kids and those 

who will be helping them. Please also reach out to 

them if you see someone in need. They just need 

someone to believe in them. If you have any ques-

tions, or would like to be part of the team in any-

way, please contact me by calling the office or 

emailing me. Thank you. 
 

Important Dates in November 

 

1st 6:30 ï 8:30pm Youth Group 

8th Youth Service (All youth will be helping 

with Sunday morning so there will not be 

youth group Sunday evening.) 

15th 6:30 ï 8:30pm Youth Group 

22nd 6:30 ï 8:30pm Youth Group 

29th 6:30 ï 8:30pm Youth Group 

JOIN THE YOUTH TEAM  
Looking for help with the following:  

 

Food Team 

Sunday School Team 

Youth Group Team 

Life Hurts, God Heals Team 

Help shape the lives of the Youth of our church and join the team. 

Contact Heather for more information. 

Youth Service 
On the 8th, the youth will be leading worship 

service. Please come and hear what they have 

to say. You will be blown away by their stories 

from the mission trip! 

Parents 
Please visit the sign-up board in 

the education building to help out 

with youth group. Also, keep an 

eye out for information on up and 

coming bible studies on money 

and sex. 
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Commemorative Mugs!!!! 
 

Wouldnôt you like to enjoy your morning 

coffee or tea or perhaps hot chocolate in an attractive 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church Commemora-

tive Mug? Stop by the Information Desk or the office 

and pick one up for only $5.00 each. 
 

Your W.O.W . team designed the mugs and proceeds 

will be used to support their outreach mission.  

 

W.O.W. Corner 

Hope you all enjoyed the transition into fall at Fall  ween 

~ it was a beautiful day and a great opportunity to be with family 

and friends for an afternoon of fun.  

 

A special thanks to all who shared ideas, gave of their time, pro-

vided props and worked diligently to make the event a success.  

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ñFamily Lifeò has been incorporated into W.O.W. and several 

events are being planned. First, an afternoon Christmas perform-

ance at Broadway Palm titled ñA Country Christmasò on Decem-

ber 19th. If you have suggestions of things you would like to do 

with a group, please contact Ron Walker, W.O.W.  Team Leader 

at 671-3881. More information regarding these events will be 

posted in Sunday bulletins and upcoming newsletters. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

With the cooler weather we are once again greeting outside the 

church buildings. We would like to have more volunteers so that 

returning winter residents as well as continuing attendees feel wel-

come in our church family. We want to expand the golf cart ser-

vice of bringing those with difficulty walking from the parking lot 

to the church entrances. Do you have a cart to loan for a couple of 

hours Sunday morning and evening for this worthwhile service? 

Let Ron know. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please stop by the Information Desk and purchase your coffee 

mugs. They would be unique as Christmas gifts and the proceeds 

help support outreach missions functions. 

Praise Concert 

 
Have you seen Uncommon Grace lately?  Do you know who the 

members are?  Have you heard their latest praise music?  Come 

and join Uncommon Grace and their concert on Saturday, Novem-

ber 14th, at 6 pm in the Koinonia Room.  The free will offering 

will be given to the Youth Group of the church to support their 

upcoming mission trip.  Please bring a can of food for the food 

bank. 

Come join us! 

All are welcome. 

Tuesdays 10 am 

to 1 pm in room 

101/102 of the 

Education Bldg. 


