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                  From The Pastor:  
ñAre You Stealing From 

Me?ò  
 

 The gas pump had just clicked off so 

I knew the van gas tank was full.  I 

reached over and shut off the pump.  I 

then squeezed the lever in the gas nozzle to make 

sure all the drops of gas went in the tank rather than 

all over the car paint as I pulled the handle out.  

When the last drops drained out I removed the gas 

nozzle from the car and placed it back on the pump.  

I approached the cashier window with my credit 

card to pay for the gas and the older man inside 

sternly rebuked me, ñAre you trying to steal from 

me?ò  I was speechless.  I couldnôt think of any-

thing to say to his highly critical and way off-base 

accusation.  Somehow he thought I was trying to 

pump gas without paying for it.  I was so stunned I 

never did reply to his wild accusation.  But I played 

his words over and over in my mind as I thought 

about his rebuke. Evidently he thought my squeez-

ing the handle to drain the nozzle dry was an at-

tempt to steal gas.  Of course I knew this was im-

possible because the pump was off. 

As I thought about his words, I also realized 

that he had to be closely monitoring and watching 

every person who used his gas pumps to make such 

a comment.  His approach to life was obviously a 

critical one.  He must have constantly worried that 

everybody was going to steal from him.  When I 

left that gas station I knew I hadnôt even thought 

about stealing anything and I was offended that I 

had been accused of something I hadnôt done.  I 

knew that with that sort of an attitude I didnôt want 

to return to that gas station ever again.  I would 

rather visit any other station than the one who in-

sulted me. 

Sometimes I hear that churches are a lot like 

that gas station I visited.  Some Christians make 

quick judgments and say harsh words that turn 

people away from church forever.  I have spoken 

to many people who have said they would never 

go to a church again because somebody mistreated 

them.  I always encourage them to give the church 

another chance.  Remember that person is not the 

entire church.  The church didnôt mistreat you.  It 

was a misguided church member who mistreated 

you.  And fortunately that critical soul is not Jesus.   

What would it take for our church to make sure 

that we donôt become like that service station?  I 

imagine we would have to operate with generous 

grace, mercy and love.  We would have to choose 

to be Christ-like.  We would have to extend hospi-

tality to all.  I pray that each one of us will realize 

that our actions towards others are the actions of 

the Church in the world.  You and I are the 

Church.  See you on Sunday as the church gathers 

for worship. 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

 

Are you just returning from your ñsummer place?ò  

Please contact the office and give us your new ad-

dress right away! 
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AN ADVENTURE OF FAITH  
By Grover Wallace 

Have you ever thought of all the promises God has made 

to His faithful followers and the number of covenants He 

made with the likes of Noah, David, Abraham, and the 

Israelites in the Old Testament? I decided to take a look 

and found that the bible is crammed with promises made 

to the faithful people in our congregation and other faith-

fuls throughout the world from the beginning of creation. 

Jesus made many promises to me and you throughout the 

New Testament Gospels during His life on earth. In the 

book of Hebrews, Chapters 8 and 9 outline the new cove-

nant in Christ and compares it with the old covenants un-

der Moses. The definition of a covenant in my study bible 

is a ñbinding obligation (promise) between two or more 

partiesò. Promise is defined as ñto pledge or give assur-

anceò. For example, under Moses (old covenant) forgive-

ness had to be earned, while under the new covenant in 

Christ forgiveness is freely given, which tells us that we 

have true and complete forgiveness. See Hebrews 9:15-

28. Another example is given in Hebrews 8:3-4. Under 

Moses, people gave gifts and sacrifices by those guilty of 

sin while under the covenants in Christ, we have self-

sacrifice by the guiltless Christ - ñChrist died for youò. 

 

In addition to the many covenants God made with the 

Israelites throughout the Old Testament, Jesus made a 

multitude of promises to we who have trust and faith in 

Him. However, to enjoy these promises of Jesus, we must 

follow all of the commands with complete faith in our 

Savior and keep ourselves clean, holy, and do the will of 

God each day of our lives. 

 

Then Jesus came to the disciples and said ñAll authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to Me, therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have com-

manded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age.ò 

 

Matthew 28:18-20  (NIV) 

 

Here in Matthew 28, Jesus was with His disciples physi-

cally until He was crucified and ascended into heaven. 

Afterwards He was with them in spirit and He has prom-

ised to be with us through the Holy Spirit to the end of the 

ages. The commission He gave to His disciples related to 

ñmake disciples of all nationsò. Baptizing and teaching them 

is a commandment that applies to all Christians today, and 

His promise to be with us always represents one of His all-

encompassing promises to those who have faith, love, trust, 

and hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. However, we must hold 

up our end of the bargain to make His promise real. Jesus 

promises many things to Christians, but we must meet our 

commitment to reap the rewards - eternal life in heaven. 

 

Jesus said ñI am going there to prepare a place for you. And 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 

take you to be with Me that you also may be where I am.ò 

 

John 14:2-3 (NIV) 

 

Jesus said ñIf you love Me, you will obey what I command. 

And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 

Counselor to be with you forever - the Spirit of  truth. I will 

not leave you as orphans, I will come to you.ò 

 

John 14:15-18 (NIV) 

 

ñCome to Me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and I 

will give you rest.ò 

 

Matthew 11:28 (NIV) 

 

Above are just a few other examples of Jesusô promises to us 

found in the New Testament. John 14:2-3 is a promise that 

Jesus will prepare us a place in heaven to have an eternal 

life. John 14:15-18 tells us we will have a new counselor to 

guide us - the Spirit of truth. And Matthew 11:28 promises 

each of us comfort when we are weary. 

 

There are many other promises from Christ in the New Tes-

tament that should surely be of interest to all. I have no idea 

why any person would not have faith, hope, trust, and love 

in our Savior when He has promised so much - including 

eternal life. 

 

DO YOU HAVE THE FAITH TO STAND ON HIS 

PROMISES? 
 



 

 

August                           2007                                  2008                                    2009                       2008           2009 

 Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Worship 
All 

Worship  
All 

1st  $14109 $10054 $30326 $13046 $13306 $5987 471 463 

2nd 8204 3991 9008 5922 11260 14521 502 467 

3rd 7675 3222 7697 6384 8395 4080 528 467 

4th  7721 3923 8006 4450 12108 4073 466 497 

5th  ðð ðð 7693         4347 6784 2398 546 593 

Total  37709 21190 62730 34148 51853 31059 2513 2487 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Please continue to recharge and use your Bashasô Commu-

nity Support Cards and Fryôs Gift Cards while shopping at 

these grocery chains. It doesnôt cost you anything extra to 

use them (you still get the sale prices) and it benefits the 

church bus fund. Since Iôll be back from vacation in Octo-

ber, stop by the Information Desk and see me if you need a 

new card..  

Betty Rolley 

DONATIONS AND ATTENDANCE 

In August you contributed a total of $31,059 to our build-

ing fund, which represents the largest amount contributed 

since March, 2009, the first month of our current steward-

ship campaign. For the first six months, contributions to-

taled $178,452 or 35.69% of our goal of $500,000. Hope-

fully, the August increase is a sign of better results to 

come in the future. God bless you all for your commitment 

to keep our mortgage payments current. 

 

ñLet no debt remain outstanding except the debt to love 

one another.ò 

Romans 13:8 (NIV) 

STUFF 

                                     Submitted by Warren Sifferath 

 

Every fall I start stirring in my stuff. There is closet 

stuff, drawer stuff, attic stuff, and basement stuff. I sepa-

rate the good stuff from the bad stuff, then I stuff the 

bad stuff anywhere the stuff is not too crowded until I 

decide if I will need the bad stuff.  

When the Lord calls me home, my children will want 

the good stuff, but the bad stuff, stuffed wherever there 

is room among all the other stuff, will be stuffed in bags 

and taken to the dump where all the other peopleôs stuff 

has been taken. 

Whenever we have company they always bring bags and 

bags of stuff. When I visit my son, he always moves his 

stuff so I will have room for my stuff. My daughter-in-

law always clears a drawer of her stuff so I will have 

room for my stuff. Their stuff and my stuff..it would be 

so much easier to use their stuff and leave my stuff at 

home, with the rest of my stuff. 

This fall I had an extra closet built so I would have a 

place for all the stuff too good to throw away and too 

bad to keep with my good stuff. You may not have this 

problem, but I seem to spend a lot of time with 

stuff...food stuff, cleaning stuff, medicine stuff, clothes 

stuff, and outside stuff. What ever would life be like if 

we didnôt have all this stuff? Well, our lives are filled 

with stuff...good stuff, bad stuff, little stuff, big stuff, 

useful stuff, junk stuff, and everybody elseôs stuff. Now 

when we leave all our stuff and go to heaven, whatever 

happens to our stuff wonôt matter. We will still have the 

good stuff God has prepared for us in heaven. 

Anonymous Author 

(The typist of this article wore out the ñfò key because 

even Sifferath has two ñfòs !!!!) 

Bashasô Shoppers: Donôt forget that you have to give the 

cashier your church identification number anew each  

season (Sept. 1-March 31) to be attached to your Thank 

You card. This earns the church an additional 1% at no 

cost to you. Please do this the next time you shop. Our 

number is 23886. 
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Christian Educationé 
With ñCoachò Ellis Falk 

ñOur mission is to bring the love of Christ and His teachings to learners of all ages on their spiritual 

journey, that they be transformed and thus positively affect our local and global communities.ò 

 

 

The ñU CAN CLUBò which got started in the summer will 

continue this fall and through the winter for all children ages 

4-12. The meeting takes place on Wed. afternoon from 

4:00pm until 5:30pm. This is a time of games, fun, crafts, 

activities, singing and Bible stories for the children. This 

also is a time of exploring and learning about God and that 

He can be found anywhere and in all activities. This activity 

is for the children of the church and their friends in the com-

munity. Invite your friends to this exciting time of fun and 

fellowship.  The ñU Canò children have been split into two 

groups by age level. The BEARS, which stands for 

ñBelieving Everyone Adds Real Strengthò, is for the older 

group and is led by Joan Wilder-Siersma. Both creative 

learning sessions are under the direction of Linda Walker 

and if you would like to be involved or have any questions 

please give Linda a call. All the children are lovingly led in 

singing and music by Betty Hetherington and the crafts are 

under the direction of Sandra Caldwell. 

   

Study Sessions and classes. Should you wish a particular 

study or would like to develop a study, please contact the 

educational office at the church. We do have available for 

loan the ñAlpha Faith Courseò.  This is a DVD set that gives 

an introduction to the Christian Faith and lets people explore 

the real meaning of life. There are also several other DVD 

programs which could be for the individual or a small group 

study. 

 

Coming in Novemberé For Parents of Adult Children 
(PAC). If you are the parent of adult children struggling 

with issues related to themðtheir relationships, unemploy-

ment, debt, or other issuesðyou are invited to a series of 

round table supper time discussions beginning Tuesday, No-

vember 3rd  and continuing on the10th,17th,and 24th at 6:30pm 

in Room 101-102 of the Educational Building. The weekly 

topics will be discernment, blessing, boundaries, meaning 

and healing. The discussion session will be led by Rev. Fay 

and Wally Quanstrom. 

  

 

 

 

The Disciple Program and classes will be offered this fall 

and winter. A portion of the program will be broken into 

smaller segments over a longer period of time. The same 

subject matter will be covered but will take two years to 

complete the normal 34 week session. Additional informa-

tion will appear in  the Sunday Bulletin. If you would like to 

be a ñfacilitatorò for any of the Disciple Classes, please let 

me know. Classes offered this fall and winter include the 

following:  Disciple 1- Becoming Disciples Through Bible 

Study- facilitators are Shirley and Thomas Feather. This is a 

34 week learning session and is the beginning class for all 

the Disciple programs. Should there be interest, Thomas and 

Shirley are going to teach a split Disciple One which will 

start later in the fall and run for two years. This program will 

be 17 weeks each year.  Disciple 2-Into the Word, Into the 

World.  Disciple 3-Remembering Who We Are- facilitators 

of one class are Neil and Melva Houtcooper and the split 

year course is taught by Hu and Wendy Rhymes. Disciple 4-

Under the Tree of Life. Disciple 5-Jesus in the Gospels. 

  

Sidewalk Sunday School will begin Sat. Oct 17th at the De-

sert Chapel UMC. Please watch the Sunday Bulletin for fur-

ther announcements. The current plans call for the S3 pro-

gram to run each Sat from the 17th of Oct. until the end of 

April. The ministry is very dependent on a secure place to 

meet with the children and upon dedicated workers. This fun 

and faith zone ministry is always looking for persons who 

want to make a spiritual impact upon the lives of the chil-

dren by helping as a shepherd, the giving of money or pro-

viding snacks. God will bless you for your involvement. 

Please be very much in prayer that God will continue to 

bless this very unusual ministry. 

  

The Safe Sanctuary Program: In order to maintain the 

churchôs good safety record in the area of Child and Youth 

ministry we are bringing this item to your attention again. 

On January 16, 2007 the Admin. Council of GCUMC 

adopted the current church policy for the safety and well 

being of all children and youth who come under the scope 

and ministry of the church. All persons who minister to chil-

dren and/or youth will be asked to update their files. This 

includes persons who are teachers, volunteers, child care 

givers and those who are Shepherds with the Sidewalk Sun-

day School program.  I greatly appreciate your concern and 

cooperation in this matter as we all want to do our best to 

assure the church families that the spiritual, mental,  emo-

tional and physical welfare of the children and youth are in 

good, safe and capable hands. We all regret that this is 

needed but we live in a time that calls for such action, not 

only to protect the children and youth but also to protect the 

Church. The policy and the guidelines that were adopted by 

the Admin. Council are available for your reading and re-

view in the church office. Thank you for your understanding 

and cooperation.  



 

 With Heather Rodenborg 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church                               

Youth Ministries  

Sunday School  9:30 am in the Education Building 

Youth Fellowship 6:30 pm Sundays in the Education Building 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church Food Bank 
 

The Gold Canyon United Methodist Churchôs Food Bank is a mission that was created to serve the 

needs of the people in our local community.  We are open from 8:30 AM until noon, Monday through 

Friday.  We have an all volunteer staff which currently numbers 38 people.  The volunteers commit to 

daily shifts as their schedules allow.   
 

Some times we have special volunteers such as the Girl Scout Troop 1450 from Peralta Trails Elemen-

tary School.  Their volunteer effort this summer began by first learning about good nutrition and how to shop wisely.  

They then donated a majority of their cookie sales profit and went shopping for the food bank.  The scouts took it one 

step further and worked food bank shifts.  They checked expiration dates, stocked shelves, packed bags and helped 

clients take the bags to their cars.  All the food bank recipients couldnôt help but smile when these young ladies went 

the extra mile to help them. They were energetic and have a wonderful grasp of what it means to serve their commu-

nity.  
 

The Food Bank depends on donations from church members, local service organizations and businesses, and the Gold 

Canyon community. This effort helps us to be successful with our ministry. Another opportunity to donate has been 

created with the support of the many concerts and community activities that take place at the church.  Instead of charg-

ing admission, in most cases a donation to the food bank is requested. This effort really helps us maintain our inven-

tory needs. We encourage your attendance at all of our concerts. 
 

With todayôs economy and unemployment situation our needs are drastically increasing.  We serve Gold Canyon, 

Apache Junction, Superior, Mesa, Queen Valley, Queen Creek and others. At present over 475 families are assisted by 

this ministry. We provide assistance to the homeless as well, packing special items that are easy to transport and open.   
 

Although our resources are limited, we try to meet the needs of our clients and consider their dogs and cats, too.  We 

gratefully accept donations from the public of any (in date) canned or dry food products. We also need paper products, 

personal hygiene items, cleaning products and diapers. We thank all who support us and allow us to serve. 

 

Jeff Downing and Dan Gray - Managers 

2nd  Paintball @ Tempe paintball - $30 6-10 pm. 

Up and Coming in October 

24th Rock and Roll Paint-a-thon 

25th 2pm Fall-O-Ween in the Church parking lot.  

(No youth group) 



  

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Fall  ween  

Have you felt a slight change in the air? Fall is coming so itôs time to 

mark your calendar and get prepared for the Fall   ween   

festival on October 25th from 2:00 ï 7:00 pm on the church campus. 

Check out the list of fun, exciting activities for kids of all ages below:   
 

¶ Costume Parade with Judging for Prizes 

¶ Dunking for Apples 

¶ Face Painting 

¶ Fishing for Prizes 

¶ Hayrides 

Then, to finish off the day, thereôll be a Country Western Service featur-

ing a foot stomping performance by The Houser Gang followed 

by marshmallow toasting & weenie roasting. 
 

Although donations of any amount will be appreciated, there is no 

charge for this event. So, come one, come all and bring your family and 

friends for a fun filled kick-off to fall! 

Commemorative Mugs!!!! 
 

Wouldnôt you like to enjoy your morning 

coffee or tea or perhaps hot chocolate in an attractive 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church Commemora-

tive Mug? Stop by the Information Desk or the office 

and pick one up for only $5.00 each. 
 

Your W.O.W.  team designed the mugs and proceeds 

will be used to support their outreach mission.  

We need your help! 

 

In order to make our first Fall-O-ween event a big success, we 

need all the creative ideas or help that you can provide. We also 

need to borrow the following items (as props onlyðcondition is 

not a concern): 

§ Horse-drawn wagons (wagon 

only) 

§ Baled hay or straw 

§ Galvanized washtubs and buckets 

§ Troughs 

§ Pumpkins 

§ Indian corn 

§ Corn stalks 

 

We also need volunteers to make cowboy beans, cole slaw, or 

potato salad. The date, again, is October 25, and if you can help 

in any capacity whatsoever, we urge you to call the office at 480-

982-3776 or Ron Walker at 480-671-3881. Thank you! 

 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES  

SINGLE UNITED METHODISTS  

 

Oct. 9-11: Annual Fall Retreat at Mingus Mountain. 

Cost is $101. For more information and registration, 

visit www.desertsouthwestconference.org/singles 

 

May 21-30, 2010: Scenic Alpine Tour of Germany 

and Austria including the Passion Play in Oberammer-

gau, Germany. Cost is $4,790 p.p., dbl. occupancy + 

air taxes and fees of approx. $150. For more informa-

tion, contact DeDe at Sabino Cruise & Travel at 623-

388-3403. Married couples are also invited to at-

tend. 
 

Ongoing Events 

Cinema Club at Fashion Square Mall in Scottsdale 

 

Sunday Brunch Bunch at Paradise Bakery at Biltmore 

Fashion Park in Scottsdale 

 

First Friday Fish Fry 

Saturday Supper Social 

Bowling Club 

Outreach Ministries 

 

For questions about any of the above activities, con-

tact Max McQueen, singles representative for the De-

sert Southwest Conference. Max can be reached at 602

-258-1207 or 602-944-1524. 

 

Do not worry about anything, but in every-
thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:6-7 


