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From The Pastor:  
ñCliff Notes on The Bibleò  
 

  

 

 

 An unknown person once summarized the Bible 

in 50 words: 

 

God made 

Adam bit 

Noah arked 

Abraham split 

Joseph ruled 

Jacob fooled 

Bush talked 

Moses balked 

Pharaoh plagued 

People walked 

Sea divided 

Tablets guided 

Promise landed 

Saul freaked 

David peeked 

Prophets warned 

Jesus born 

God walked 

Love talked 

Anger crucified 

Hope died 

Love rose 

Spirit flamed 

Word spread 

God remained.  

 

Arenôt you glad you just read the Cliff Notes on 

the Bible?  Now you wonôt have to read the Bible.  

 Of course 50 words canôt quite capture the 

essence of the Bible.  It is obvious to most 

Christians that their faith would grow if they 

would take the time to read through the Bible.  

Many people do start reading on their own at 

Genesis 1:1 and somewhere about Leviticus 

give up.  Often people tell me they quit be-

cause of the amount of violence or they just 

didnôt understand what they were reading. 

A better way to read the Bible is with a 

study group.  I invite you to join one of our 

Disciple Bible Study Classes.  Several classes 

will launch at the end of September and will 

help you read 80% of the Bible by May.   

When Christians are surveyed they often 

indicate that it was Bible Study which was the 

major factor in their spiritual growth.  Disciple 

gives a daily reading plan and the class time 

helps you to understand the culture in which 

the readings were taking place.  As you read 

and understand then you more fully compre-

hend Jesusô life and ministry here on earth.   

Give some serious thought to learning from 

the Bible in 2009-2010.  Watch for the upcom-

ing Disciple Bible Study classes in the weekly 

worship bulletin. 

 

Grace and peace, 
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AN ADVENTURE OF FAITH  
By Grover Wallace 

The title of our current campaign is certainly appropriate for 

the year 2009. I donôt think, in my lifetime, Iôve heard the 

word faith as many times as I have lately. With the challeng-

ing times we all face, it is difficult for our congregation to 

maintain our faith with the wars, a terrible economy, politi-

cal bickering and arguments, and problems occurring in our 

own lives. But now, more than ever, our deep faith in God is 

probably more important to each of us than at any other time 

in our lives. On Sunday, August 9th we heard a great sermon 

from Pastor Fred about ñfaithò. The night before, I was 

watching TV, and the singer sang a song that included the 

words ñprayer is the key, but faith opens the doorò or similar 

words. How true! Without faith in God, where would we 

turn today? How thankful we should be to have God to turn 

to in prayer and hand Him our trials and tribulations with a 

deep faith that we can depend on His help.  

 

ñAfter Jesus had gone indoors, His disciples asked Him pri-

vately, ñWhy couldnôt we drive it out?òHe replied, ñThis 

kind can come out only by prayerò. 

Mark 9:28-29 (NIV) 

  

This was after a man had taken his son to have them drive 

out the sonôs demon and they were unable to do so. The man 

then told his story to Jesus. He told Jesus ñI do believe; help 

me overcome my disbeliefò Mark 9:24 (NIV). Read Mark 

9:14 through 29. The man had faith that his son could be 

cured. 

 

Last month I described my first encounter with Walter 

Kurtz, who lived a life of prayer and faith, and was a writer 

of songs and poems about his faith in our God. 

 

The second time I saw Walter was at the funeral home the 

night before my sisterôs funeral. More frail and weak than on 

our previous meeting, Walter was still willing to talk about 

life and death. He told me that he had changed his funeral 

plans and that he would have a military funeral and would 

be cremated. He said he had spent some of his fortune that 

day buying or helping to buy a car for each of his five chil-

dren. The way it sounded, Walter spent somewhere around 

$70,000 that day but had saved some for himself. Probably 

enough to cover his funeral expenses. Now Walter was not a 

rich man by todayôs standards, but he was willing to share 

and help others in need. 

 

After a while, Walter pulled out a crumpled sheet of paper 

that he planned to read from at my sisterôs funeral the next 

day. By just looking at the paper you could tell that he had 

struggled to complete the piece, but you had to realize that it 

was out of his loving heart that he somehow managed to do 

so. 

 

On that paper was a message to Nancy Traugh from God 

written by Walter. 

 

ñI know you have been through the valley of weeping, of sor-

row and pain; 

And you have felt the presence of Jesus and felt like living 

again. 

But I say no, dear child let me show you through the pearly 

gates 

Where no more sickness and pain will be done. 

You will be singing with my band of angels, 

Walking on the streets of gold.  

There are ways to heaven and ways to hell 

I know youôve chosen the right way and someday we will see 

you again.ò 

5/16/09 

Walter Kurtz 

 

Unfortunately, Walter was too weak to attend the funeral the 

next day to read his message. 

 

The third and final time I met Walter was the day before we 

returned to Arizona. I went to his home with my sisterôs hus-

band for a short visit. Walter was pretty chipper that day and 

had apparently been tinkering with a lawnmower since the 

last time we met. Walter came out of his bedroom with his 

walker and his guitar, sat down in his chair and sang a few 

renditions of songs he had written over the years. 

 

That same day, hospice was to bring a hospital bed and other 

medical equipment to his home to provide more comfort for a 

very weak and ailing man. He wasnôt overly enthused about 

the bed but said he would use it if he felt he wanted to. Donôt 

know if he used it or not. 

 

Walter died a few days later. I later talked to his daughter and 

caregiver, Bonnie. Walter did have his military funeral but 

Bonnie said everything he had planned was not possible be-

cause his plans would have taken all day. However, one thing 

happened that Walter had not planned - his four sons with 

their guitars sang many of the songs Walter had written dur-

ing his lifetime. 

 

May you rest in peace, Walter - a person I will never forget. 



 

 

July                            2007                                  2008                                    2009                       2008           2009 

 Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Gen. Build. Worship 
All 

Worship  
All 

1st  $15279 $9923 $12006 $8722 $12975 $4725 449 415 

2nd 6488 6519 8505 4675 9827 5629 499 451 

3rd 9308 3693 6135 3664 6370 4535 408 386 

4th  6782 8265 6846 2374 7241 12972 543 471 

5th  7788 3669 ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð ðð 

Total  $45645 $32068 $33492 $19435 $36413 $27861 1899 1723 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Please continue to recharge and use your Bashasô Commu-

nity Support Cards and Fryôs Gift Cards while shopping at 

these grocery chains. It doesnôt cost you anything extra to 

use them (you still get the sale prices) and it benefits the 

church bus fund. Since Iôll be on vacation during August and 

September, if you need a new card one can be purchased in 

the church office during the week. See you in October.  

Betty Rolley 

DONATIONS AND ATTENDANCE 

 

During the month of July, 2009 our congregation contrib-

uted $27,861 to the building fund, which brings our total 

contributions through July 31st to $147,393 for the first 

five months of our stewardship year. Our average monthly 

giving to the building fund this year has been $29,479 

which barely covers our committed monthly mortgage pay-

ment. So the possibility of paying more than our annual 

commitment is not realistic at this time. Letôs hope and 

have faith that economic conditions will improve and at 

some point our contributions will increase and the possibil-

ity of paying off our mortgage early will improve as well. 

 

ñLet no debt remain outstanding except the continuing debt 

to love one anotherò 

Romans 13:8 (NIV) 

  

The following is from a Thank You card re-

ceived in the Office from a person who was 

helped by our Missions fund: 

 

ñI would like to thank the church and the per-

son responsible for helping my family. You 

gave us the greatest gift I have received: 

Security. 

 

Thank you so much! I hope many blessings 

come your way.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sweet & Sour Meatballs  
submitted by Betty Hetherington 

 

1 lb. of your favorite homemade meatballs 

1 jar (12 oz) chili sauce 

1 jar (10 oz.) grape jelly 

1 jar (16 oz.) sweet pickles 

1 can (20 oz.) chunk pineapple 

1 lg. green pepper, cut into chunks 

 

Brown the meatballs. Combine chili sauce, jelly and 1/2 

cup juice of pineapple in another large pan. Heat, stirring 

constantly, until jelly is melted. Add cooked meatballs 

and all other ingredients. Heat until all are hot. This can 

also be frozen. 

REMEMBER WITH YOUR PRAYERS 
PATRIOT½S DAY SEPTEMBER 11, 2009 



 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Christian Educationé 
With ñCoachò Ellis Falk 

ñOur mission is to bring the love of Christ and His teachings to learners of all ages on their spiritual 

journey, that they be transformed and thus positively affect our local and global communities.ò 

 

 

ñU Canò Club: While the ñU CAN CLUBò started in the 

summer we will continue this activity into the fall and 

through the winter for the children ages 4-12. This will con-

tinue on Wed. afternoon from 4:30 pm until 6:00 pm. This is 

a time of games, fun, crafts, activities, singing and stories 

for the children and is held in the Educational Building. It is 

also a time of exploring and learning about God and that He 

can be found anywhere and in all activities and that He is 

with us all the time. This activity is for children of the 

church and their friends in the community. So, young ones, 

invite your friends to this exciting time of fun and fellow-

ship. This creative session is under the direction of Linda 

Walker and if you would like to be involved, give her a call. 

  

Sunday School teachers are needed as full time or regular 

teachers and substitutes. This need is for the entire Sunday 

School as we are in the time of vacations and other activities 

which take the regular teachers away from the normal teach-

ing routine. If you could help out please call the church of-

fice and leave your name and phone number. Thanks for 

your interest and support. 

 

Study Sessions and classes for the remaining summer 

months and the future are being planned . Should you wish a 

particular study or would like to develop one, please contact 

the education office at the church. We have available for 

loan the ñAlpha Faith Courseò.  This is a DVD set that gives 

an introduction to the Christian Faith and allows people to 

explore the real meaning of life. There are also several other 

DVD programs which could be used by an individual or 

small group study.  

 

The Disciple Program and classes will be offered this fall 

and winter. However, (something new) there will be a 

shorter ñeight weekò session for those who feel they canôt 

make a commitment to the normal 34 week session. The 

program will be broken into smaller segments over a longer 

period of time. The same subject matter will be covered but 

may take two years to complete the normal 34 week pro-

gram. Additional information will appear in future newslet-

ters. If you would like to be a ñfacilitatorò for any of the 

Disciple Classes, please let me know. Classes offered this 

fall and winter include the following: Disciple 1-Becoming 

Disciples Through Bible Study. Disciple 2-Into the Word, 

Into the World. Disciple 3-Remembering Who We Are. Dis-

ciple 4-Under the Tree of Life. Disciple 5-Jesus in the Gos-

pels. Sign up is going on now and classes will begin shortly. 

Sidewalk Sunday School: The door shuts...but God opens 

the window! As many of you know, the Sidewalk Sunday 

School needed a new place to meet. Well, through the ring 

of faith, God opened the way for us to meet at Desert Chapel 

UMC. This new window of opportunity is now open for 

Sidewalk Sunday School to continue to serve in this very 

informal and unusual ministry. We thank all who prayed that 

this ministry would be able to continue. We are thankful to 

the members of Desert Chapel for letting this ministry have 

use of their property and buildings. We look forward to this 

new setting. Please continue to pray that this ministry will be 

a blessing to all who come and visit each Saturday. The plan 

is to start the first Saturday of Oct. and meet every Saturday 

until the end of April. This fun and faith zone ministry is 

always looking for persons who want to help change the 

lives of children. You are invited to be a part of this very 

exciting and growing ministry by helping as a shepherd, giv-

ing of money, or providing snacks. God will bless you for 

your involvement. Come and get involved as a helper in this 

very wonderful and perhaps life changing ministry. 

 

The Safe Sanctuary Program:  In order to maintain the 

churchôs good safety record in the area of Child and Youth 

ministry we are bringing this item to your attention again. 

On January 16th 2007 the Admin. Council of GCUMC 

adopted the current church policy for the safety and well 

being of all children and youth who come under the scope 

and ministry of the church. All persons who minister to chil-

dren and/or youth will be asked to update their files. This 

includes persons who are teachers, volunteers, child care 

givers and those who work with the Sidewalk Sunday 

School program.  I greatly appreciate your concern and co-

operation in this matter as we all want to do our best to en-

sure the church families that the spiritual, mental, emotional 

and physical welfare of our children and youth are in good, 

safe and capable hands. We all regret that this is needed but 

we live in a time that calls for such action, not only to pro-

tect the children and youth but also to protect the church. 

The policy and the guidelines that were adopted by the 

Admin. Council are available for your reading in the church 

office. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

ñIf it is possible, so far as it depends 
on you, live peaceably with allò 

Romans 12:18 



 

 With Heather Rodenborg 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church                               

Youth Ministries  

Sunday School  9:30 am in the Education Building 

Youth Fellowship 6:30 pm Sundays in the Education Building 

September Youth Happenings 

Beach Trip 
When: 5th ï 7th 

Where: Carlsbad Beach 

We will leave the morning of the 

5th at 9:00 am and return the 7th in 

the evening. 
 

Check out the re-

model on the youth 

room! 

Whatôs up with the envelopes? 
The youth want to raise money for mission out-

reach. We plan on helping an orphanage in In-

dia by purchasing school supplies. We are also 

using the funds for our next year mission trip. If 

you would like to give, please pick up an enve-

lope with the amount you would like to give 

and hand it in to the office or place in the offer-

ing. Thanks for your support!! 
 

 

 

 

 

September 19th walk for home-

less. Meet at the church at 6:00 

am. Forms and money due by 

9/8 to the office.  

Up and coming in October 
9th Paintball @ Tempe paintball 

24th Youth Emersion Serve-a-thon @ UMOM (I will 

need a couple of parents to help with driving and serv-

ing.) 



  

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 

Come join us to celebrate the onset of fall at                                 

                                

                Fall -  - ween  

 

When: October 25th from 2:00 to 7:00 pm 

Where: GCUMC campus 

Whatôs happening: 

 

* Parade of costumes with judging for prizes 

* Weenie roasting & marshmallow toasting 

* Hayrides 

* Houser Gang concert 

 

There is no cost of admission, however free will donations 

are always greatly appreciated. 

 
This event is sponsored by your  
W.O.W. hospitality outreach team. 

Commemorative Mugs!!!! 
 

Wouldnôt you like to enjoy your morning 

coffee or tea or perhaps hot chocolate in an attractive 

Gold Canyon United Methodist Church Commemora-

tive Mug? Stop by the Information Desk or the office 

and pick one up for only $5.00 each. 
 

Your W.O.W.  team designed the mugs and proceeds 

will be used to support their outreach mission.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

 

On September 14, there will be a very important Hospitality 

Outreach meeting. It will be the first W.O.W. planning ses-

sion for the upcoming Fall-O-ween event. Everyone involved 

should plan to attend at 6:00 pm in the Koinonia Room. If you 

wish to join the committee, feel free to just show up, or for 

more information, call Ron Walker at 480-671-3881. 

We need your help! 

 

In order to make our first Fall-O-ween event a big success, 

we need all the creative ideas or help that you can provide. 

We also need to borrow the following items (as props 

onlyðcondition is not a concern): 

§ Horse-drawn wagons (wagon only) 

§ Baled hay or straw 

§ Galvanized washtubs and buckets 

§ Troughs 

§ Pumpkins 

§ Indian corn 

§ Corn stalks 

 

We also need volunteers to make cowboy beans, cole slaw, 

or potato salad. The date, again, is October 25, and if you 

can help in any capacity whatsoever, we urge you to call the 

office at 480-982-3776 or Ron Walker at 480-671-3881. 

Thank you! 

 

Salted Peanut Chews 
Submitted by Kathy Serrine 

 

Base: 

1 pkg. yellow cake mix 

1/3 cup soft butter or margarine 

1 egg 

3 cups miniature marshmallows 

Topping: 

2/3 cup corn syrup 

1/4 cup butter or margarine 

2 tsp. vanilla 

1 pkg. peanut butter chips (2 cups) 

2 cups oven toasted Rice Krispies 

2 cups dry roasted peanuts 

 

Combine cake mix, butter and egg until crumbly. Press 

into 9x13 pan. Bake 12-18 mins. @ 350 until light 

golden brown. Sprinkle with marshmallows and return 

to oven for several minutes until marshmallows begin 

to puff. Cool while making topping. 

Heat syrup, butter, vanilla and chips until melted and 

smooth. Quickly stir in cereal and nuts while warm and 

immediately spoon over marshmallows, spreading to 

cover. Chill and cut into bars. 

Please welcome the following New Members who 

joined our church family on August 16, 2009 

 

Jeanette Ohnstad 

James Morganegg 

Patricia Zirjacks 

Craig & Sharon Larson 

Pauline Lymons 

Todd & Karen Williams 


